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| feianity ; and the Idea of a. Chriſtian, 
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. 24. 7. reflect on : p. 100. 1, 10. r. open'd 
' to. 4, 20. r. Is it as much. /. 26. yr. the 


| mean? p. 120. {. 26, 7. reign ſo. p. 118. 
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ſo few trucChriftians as now adays. The 


never was, perhaps, ſo much talk of Chri- 
fianity as 1n theſe Jatter 'Times; for every 
place now rings with the Diities of a Pro- 
teſlion ſo holy ; Nothing 1s in our mouth, 
bur the firſt Apes, and purity of the Spirit 
of the Primitive-Church: but after all, 
we may lay'very juſtly, there were never 


> Sato nor oa of > 


fooſneſs, the exceſs, theTorruption of man- 
Ners in theſe 'Times, have ſo disfigured in 
our hearts the features of this moſt ſacred 
Character, that there ſcarce remains the 
teaft fign'of it; Fain would we enjoy the 
honor belonging .to this Name, without 
knowing the price of it ; We attribute to 
our ſelves thts glorious quality, without 
concern for what's to be done to deſerye it ; 
And wevainly boaſt our ſelvesto be, with- 
out To-much as knowing by what fpirit we 
ought to, be Chriſtians. Thus we loſe 
the advantage of ſo elevated a dignity, 
through the little care we take to learn its 
. obligations. *T1s then to be wiſht, that 
- to remedy this evil, a Chriſtian be inſtruct- 
' ed-in the nobleneſs of his Condition, and 
olinefs -of its ' Duties, by making him 
comprehend what the Spirit of Chriſtia- 
nity 15. 1s a Deſign of ſuch importance, 
that [' ſhould-have been far enough from 
kandertaking it. of my (elf, had 


not God 
inſpired 
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inſpired me to do y as much for my own 
inſtruction, as the edifcution of ſuch as 
ſhall take the m_ to. read this ſmall 


Treatiſe. 
Although one -cannot be a 'Chriflian 


but by Faith : yet one cannot live and a&t 
like a Chriſtian but by Charity ; fince the 
Spirit” of Chriſtianity conſiſts only 1m. 

Charuy. 'T'o underitand this Tratty;'we © 
need only conſider the Mortives of the 

Incarnation and Paſſion. of Feſws Chriff, 
which are the two fundamental Myſteries 
of Chriſtian Religion. In effe&t, as we 
are only Chriſtians by - the heavenly all- 
ance of the Son of God with our Nature, 
and by the ineſtimable price of his Bloud ; 


we degenerate from that Spirit wherein 


we were conceived, if we partake not in 
the holy motions of that fervent Charity, 
which was the principle of theſe My fie. 
ries. For the Saviour of the World. be- 
came Man meerly to ſave Man. In his 
Incarnation he took on himfelt our infir- 
mities, only to free us from them. He em- 
braced poverty in his birth, only toenrich 
us ; He'ſuffered death in his Pailion, only 
to vive us life ; And what 1s more to ibe 
admired , Man. was worthy of nothing 


but- his bate, when God gave: him ſuch! 


tgnal teſtimonies of his love. 


B z Before 


oC 


the Son of God made, by his IIRROS, 


ws2g . Now he isa follicitous Shepherd, 


wh by; 
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able: Myſtery, Ye had 
Tdea. of the 7 dis I Power, and 
{ty of God. ; but we had, fas ys S; Paul; 


00 manner of knowledge of his: Mercy 


Goodnefs.' The- excels of this love 


the _ of Man, that all human reaſon, as 
Seiujen aſſures ys, has, riot: hitherto; been 


L able ito juſtific the diſpropartian-of 
he death of'an; innocent Son, 
cem guilty: Sex- 


P 


38 Price. of the 
which: God gave, to-re 
vants. 'T'is true, that from the- firſt ſte 


{ towards the: _ pe {1 2 E Viat bo the 
hole courſe of' his life appears very op- 
Poſite to Quts.. He would be:born in po- 


erty. and. 


% 


born in greatneſs and plenty : to teach us, 


thatihe ſeeks us, not our wealth and trea- 
re; and that herequires nothing. of us, 
bur our ſelves : He concerns himlelf Sik 
nothin g clſe.. He is fo far from avoiding 
our ignominy, that he made himſelt like 
us, only to take it upon him ; and diveſts 
kiraſclf of his Greatneſs, to cloath himſelf 
wath qur meannelſs. 

It to give Us yet greater teſtimonis of 
love, -he'transforms himfelf. into a)l 
bs) ahkr>wayenels can” inſpire, to d 
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drinking the Water he demanded from _ 


-her,-rs only the figure of a greater thirlt ' 
and : zeal which he had for' = ſalvation. 


he becomes a Traveller with the Diſciples 


going 
doubt and wake; into which their. diſtruſt, 
had thrown them. 
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runmng after the frayed Sheep ,' to bring 
hid back to the. Flock. Then he is.a 
Father, compaſſionate of the miſery. 10. 
which. debauchery: had brought his Son, 
whom-he reclaims, by managin rt -ujj 
rit of the young Man, with all the tender- 
neſsin the bowels of a Father. A 'Travel- 
ler is wounded by Thieves on the Road.to 
Fericho,. and he becomes a Phy {1cian to 
his Wounds, A Samaritan Woman is.de- 


firous:to'ſee Feſws, and he charitably ſets 


himſelf to inſtruct her, thereby to :gain_. 
her : and that thirſt he would, quench, by, 


He humples himſelf to appear unto Mag-" 
dalez', even like -a Gardener; and to 


- cotafort her, .he converſes familiarly with 


her in ſo mean an outſtde. :I'o be ſhart, 


to Emazs, to free them from that 


The Goſpel is full of a thouſand other 
teſtimonies of his bounty towards us.” 
When we flie from him, he follows us; 
He calls us, when we forget him 7 He preſ- 
fingly urges us, when. we will not hear 
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Kkini pen 2 And 

alible. ;ithap/ied talhes -more pleaſure to 
mike in 'olpn ; 3oy,. and that of his whole 
celeſtial Court break out at the repentance 

fone Sinner, then at the fidelity and per- 
ſeverance of a (great. number of Joſt; be- 
cauſe his glory-appears more in pardon- 
2ng, / then: :punifhing. St. Foln thunders 
forthnorhing 
tearers, becauſe he 


: Sefws Chrift ſays nothing but what 


when We returntohim, 


Mavimes, 
hat of the hes lawiof Grace. 
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I of: nothing butts "Rim bile marks of bes 


of his-Diſciples,by the black- 
reaſons, -betrayed ak to his Ene- 
mes to he put to death, he-gave his moſt 
ſacred Body for food for their Souls. = 
'Gied at aft idle with reproach and 1g 
-miny, -afrer having: been dragged i rom 
"Tribunal to Tribunal, forfaken 'by his 
-own 'Diſciples, and abandoned by alt the 
World, 'He-died a:publick and infamous 
Pearh, 


: he ſeems Go 


but.threats and terrors to:his 
ſpeaks in the. ſpirit of 


, oy ſweet _ mild: ;becauſe heſ peaksaccord- 
, and/in Ins:own 


By jk :never” did the love of God towards: 
thar very night, - wherein Man conſpired 


_—_ _ tenderneſs : And at the fame 
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Death, nailed to a'Croſs ; Pe the Blaſs 
pldomen -of thoſe thar pur hin to- death: 
tihe. wr with a filence, a ſweetneſs, a 
tra ity, 2 patience, a peace, 'and 

—_ aſtomſher: his: wy pup oras, 
They reproacht him when he was dying, 
that he could fave others, but not himſelf; 


Nor was this _— without reaſon, 'be- 
cauſe he thow 1 onger rof himſelf, bu 


ſo ciuel a Death, rh red'i ina fda of prief 
and bitterneſs, he never open*d' his-dying 
eyes, nor turd them towards heaven, but 
to implore the mercy of his Father, even 
for thoſe that: pot him'to dearh; ſaying, 
Father forgive them, for they- Enow no 
what they - 'He ſhed his Blond, he died 
for the falvation of the Execurioners | that 
crucified him. What exceſs of love How 
incomprehenfible to OUr Capa ity : SE br = 
foftom-had- reaſon tofay, That-the/greateſt 
' reffimony Chriſt gave'of his Divinity, was 
' the extending his love even to all thoſs 
who killed him: for, nothing leſs* 
God could love at a rate, fo much. above 
the reach of Man. - 
Burthough the- Expreſions.of that lovs 
which the Son of God had for Mir, ate 
very obſervable in divers places .of the 


Old Teſtament, -underthe Figures of the * 
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Patriarchs and Prophets : yet arethey no- | 
where more ſtrong and tender, then in the 
New Teſtament, . where Chriſt himſelf 
ſpeaks of:it,' as of one of the molt eſſential 
Points of: his Doctrine. So as'the whole 
Morality of the Goſpel wurns on this Prin- 
ciple,, That the true Spirit of Chriftia- 
nity is, to have charity for on's Neigh- 
bour. | Every thing confpares to ſettle there 
4 this important Maxime, which is the fun- 
* dHdamental Point of our Religion. For, 
_. though the Evangeliſts wrote nothing by 
agreement, and that the Goſpel ſeems to 
have been: publiſht, rather upon occaſion, 
then by deſign : yet fince *ris the DoEtrime 
of their Maſter they write, we find therein 
ſo. great ,a cenformity - of: Sentuments on 
this Principle of Chriſtian Charity, that.t 
ſufficiemly appears by their manner. of 
declaring it, there is nothing more efſen- 
tial;to. Chriſtianity, then the-love of our 
Neighbour. .The bole law, ſays St, Mat- 
thew, & comprebenaed in this precept. _*Txs 
:the.moſe important of all, ſays St. Mark. 
Tejas Chriſt carries.t to a higher pitch of 
-perfeCtion, in St. Luke ; where he obliges 
the "faithful, epreſented by -his. Apoſtles, 
| Zo love-their enemies, .to do good for: evil, 
a4 to, pray for -their calumniators. Laſh 
af all, . St. 
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Maſters ſecrets, _ penetrated deepeſt in 
to his thoughts, places the: eflential _ 


of a Chriſtian, in. the love of our Neigh» 
bour:' By this all men 
Saviour bythe mouth of rhis Apot&7Bap 
ous are my diſciples, if you Tove one hee, 
This is the commandment-'of the law. of 
Grace, 'whereunto is reduced all the per- 
fetionof the New Teltament'; And-the 
Saviour" of the: World | recommended /no- 
thing ſo earneſtly to his Diſciples, in the 
laſt moments of- his life, as Concord and 
Union : | Becauſe this Union was to be the 
foundation of the Religion he eſtabliſhr. 
The Evangeliſts do nor only ſpeak all 
according to- this Principle ; bur ris ap- 
parent the" ſame Spirit makes them ſpealc. 
They treat their friends and enemies both 
alike in their Hiſtory. A God murthered 
by men, and an innocent man oppreſſed 
by calumny, _—_ have afforded their 
zeal ſome reaſon for exaggeration:Fet they 
allow themſelves nothing, which has any 
ſhew of emotion or yiolence. © They relate/ 
the treaſon of Fudas, the a of the) 
Executioners, the injuſtice and violence of. 
the Magiſtrates, without any touch of bit-, / 
terneſs againſt their perſons, "They ſpeak 
in a way, apt to make one believe, they 
had no concern in what they ſay.” A yu 
.. 
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TO 
Þ unintereſted is without example, and 
whereof the common ſort of men are un- 
capable.;:*T'is only Chriſtianity, that 1s 
1to ſay,a Diſcipline wholly cceleſtial, which 
/ can inſpire fo much moderation. | 
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We ſee the firſt fruits of this Spirit in the 
Ads of the Apoſtles, which 1s the Hiſtory 
of the eſtabliſhment of Chriſtanity., For, 
as the Hiſtorian relates, the Chriſtians did 
then live in ſuch a Union, as if they had all 
one and the ſame heart, and one and the 
ſame ſoul. Thepropriety of Goods, which 
ordinarily cauſes difſentions amongſt men, 
was no obſtacle to this Union ; for all their 
Goods were in common : They brought, 
and laid at the feet of the Apoſtles, .thetr 
' Revenues, Rents, Bonds, Contracts, Jew- 
els, andall the Wealth which each one poſ- 
ſefled. Thisdiſengagement from all things, 
united them more firmly together : T hey 
had but .one {pirit, becauſe they had bur 
one intereſt. 9 | 
The firſt flames-of-this love broke out 
at the death'of-St. Stephen, who had the 
glory: to lay his life farſt down for Feſws 
Chriſt: Stones flew about him - from all 
parts; The Plains eccho'd with the cries 
.of thoſe-that encourag'd'one another to kill 
this holy Levite ; His-face was batter'd 
wath blows, his ribs broken, his breaſt 
beaten 


bs Ee, 
»A ) 
bes 


Ix 
beaten through , his breath en quite 
gone, and yet he. employed; the: hittle 
ſtrength he had left, in begging Gods 
pardon for thoſe that had treated him 6 
cruelly : Lord, ſays he as he was dying, 
lay not this ſons to their charge. Thus to 
forget: himſelf, and employ. hjs laft; words 
nd-{ighs, in ſollicxing God.in behalf of 
a Crime commutted upon himſelf, was to 
tread the very ſteps of his Maſter, and to 
be wholly poſleſt with his ſpirit ; and to 
in the very pangs of fo cruel and bitter a 
death, was to dje generouſly like a Chri- 
ſtian. How pure and holy, is the Spirit of 
Chriſtianity , which inſpired ſo much 
mercy; and of how great. inſtruction-to 
Chriſtians, the ſacrifice of. this: firſt bloud- 
ſhed for the love of Feſwr! 
_ We ſee in the progreſs of the fame 
Hiſtory, the Apoſtles animated by this 
Spirit, to run through the whole World, 
to preach and teach- the. Goſpel to all 
Nations : And that neither the moſt ſcorch- 
ing Sands of - e£thtopia, nor the Deſarts 
«04 nor the Froſts of Scythia, nor 
the remoteſt parts of 14dia, nor Seas, nor 
Tempeſts,.nor Rocks, nor Treaſons, nor 
Calumnies, nor contradiction of People, 

; Hor oppolition of Laws, nor Magiſtrates, 
nd aar 
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12 The. Spirit 
nor Governors of Provinces, nor all the 
Power of the'World, nor Chains, 'nor-Pri- 
ſons,/nor Gibbets; nor even the molt cruet 
Deaths, were able to withſtand their zeal, 
aor ſhake the conſtancy of their hearts; 
 Danpers encourage them, difficulties ani> 


mare” then; and their” dwh weakneſſes 


ftretipthen' this? Becauſe! the charity by 
which-they are poffeſt,- renders their: own 
hves inconſiderable, when theſaulvation'of 
theit Neighbqur is m queſtions; The: eruth 
s, they-did miractes, which ſtruek-peo 
with adrairarior”> They: commanded: "the 
Winds; and Tempeſts , Seaforis" obeyed 
ther, and'even N ature her ſelf in ſome 
fort became their Slave - Bur after all; the 
eareſt of 'therf- Miracles, was their. Cha- 
rity *Fwas alſo this Charity; which'thade 
them with pleaſure. ſicrifive their hortor 
me life; to cartythe light of the Goſpe 
the molt remote Nations of the Earth, and 
draw them out of- the 1 profound blindneſs, 
wherein they were. This holy Do&fine 
flew throughthe World; whilſt choſe that 


reacht it; were the 


a les in' Chains 4d 
Priſoris: And nothin g perſwaded. ſo powers 
ully-the embracing: of the Goſpel, as the 


Charity of thoſe that publiſhe it. Things 
n theraſelves atita were believed. 
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ftom, becauſe their life: was' a continual 


Ei did: fiſt ors Et iſe themſe} Gl RR : 
hey taught others ; Nor was it necefl 
they ſhould Preach at all, ſays: St; 


rmon.. *Tis trae, that the Infidels were 
ſcandalized at their Per 
tters, their Impriſonments,; 
Sufferings : / : Wen ns which 
thay lived, was ſo wy 
ro the Golpel: - 421 EST 0 

St, Paub likewiſe inflamed: with the 
ſame zeal, could not behold the reproba- 
tiow'of the Jews,a People hereto 
riſht by God, without offering up himſel 
in — am of a Victim, and wi im: 


Heaven, nor Hell, nor-any' ey att 
ſhould be able to ſoperare him from OT 


Chrif ; : now begs to be ſeparated from 
him , "Fat the ſalvation of -his People. 


ching (5: eply-e 
his chearr, as 5 this love w_ has 1 


PU re: o— og to: 4 Diſs as an'a 
or the whole Law of Gra e, as' St. Ferom 
aſlures us. - Love" one' another, ſays he, my 

C dear 


14 The Spirit 
dear children, "tz the only thing I have to 
zell you, becauſe "tas the only thing needful 
Fo be. done. He of all others ſpeaks moſt | 
clearly of this Doctrine, becauſe he had ! 
the advantage of others, to ſound the Sen- 
timents of his Maſter, by reaſon of the 
confidence Feſt Chriſt was pleaſed to ho- 
nor him with above his other Apoſtles. 
Throughout the whole courſe of Eccle- 
faſtical Hiſtory there are found ſuch emi- 
nent tracts of this Spirit, that it ſeems as if 
the Chriſtians endeavoured only by Cha- 
raty todiſtinguiſhthemſelves from Pagans. 
In their lives there appeared ſuch viſible 
marks of that new fire, which Chri/# came 
to bring into the World, that Chriſtans 
were known by their Union : And this 
fire , wherewith their hearts were full, 
Ham'd with ſuch a light, that it could not 
bedarkned with Calumny, nor extinguiſht 
by Perſecution. It was likewiſe that voice 
& Love and Charity, which 1a preaching 
of the Goſpel, was underſtood by the 
fiercelt and moſt barbarous Nations, and 
afterwards did Chiefly contribute to the 
eſtabliſhment of Faith, The Heathens 
aid, ſpeaking of the Faithful, They are 
— charitable, always doing good ; 
therefore they are Chriſtians : for their 
Belief, their Kocaliry, andther Goſpel, is 


CO, 


of Chriſtianity. 16 
ro love their Neighbour, and do good 
to every one. They believed this new 
Religion true, becauſe it commanded one 
Man to love another, which 1s the moſt 
reaſonable and juſt Command of all others. 
They became Chriftians , perceiving in 
how perfe&t an Union the Chriſtians lived. 
Their meekneſs, goodneſs, affability, mo= 
deration, and inclination to oblige every 
one, more powerfully. moved the Hea-« 
thens toembrace the Doctrine which pro- 
fefled ſo well-doing a Vertue, then all they 
did. And the Faith advanced the faſter, 
by the good opinion people had conceived 
of his holineſs, who was author of ſo pure 
a Law : according to the Prayer himſelf 
| had made to his Father, ſpeaking of the 
Faithful ; ts the end, ſays he, they may be 
united in us, and that the world toucht 
_ with this Union, may believe that it 1s you 
my Father, .who has ſent me. The Union 
wherein Chriftians ought to live, is the 
chief Reaſon: Chriſt uſes :o authorize his - 

Miſſion, and excite peoples Faith. 

In effe, this Union was ſo great in the 
firſt Ages, that St. Clement, a Diſciple of 
the Apoſtles, relates in one of his Epiſtles, 
that he had known divers Chriſtians im 
his time, who themſelves became Slaves, to' 
tree their Brethren out: of Slavery ; and 
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that he had ſeen others, who 1n a painful 
and laborious life, fed with the labours of 
their Hands thoſe that were in neceſfity. 
St. Juſtin, in the Apology he made tor 
Religion, before the Emperors, to give 
thoſe Princes a great Idea of Chriſta- 
nity, mixes throughout his Diſcourſe, the 
holy Ordinances which Feſzs Chriſt gave 
the Chriſtians, to be charitable and well- 
doing ; like their heavenly Father , who 
pours forth his Graces on the good and the 
bad. Tertuillian, in the Defence he made 
of our Religion in the Reign of the Em- 
peror Severzs, ſets forth moſt admirably 
well, the great Love and Union among 
Chriſtians,whereby they gain*d the eſteem 
of the People. 

*T'is true, that in theReign of the Em- 


. peror Veſpatiay, the Chriſtians did fo often 


and liberally affift the impriſon*d Martyrs 
with their temporal Goods, that notorious 
Thieves counterfeited themſelves Chriſti- 
ans, and caſt themſelves into Priſon, that 
fo they might partake of their ſuccour. A 
while after the Diſorders were ſo great in 
ifffrica, that a Biſhop of Carthage to re- 
medy them, 'was neceſſitated to forbid the 
Chriſtians to give theſe Alms, becauſe the 
Heathens themſelves did privately ſcoff at 


the Abules they commuted therein. 
But 
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But in proceſs of time, theſe Succours 
becoming more needful, through the great: 
number of Martyrs, which increaſed with 
the Perſecution, the Alms were ſo regula-- 
ted by St. Cyprian, that he took away the: 
abuſe, without diminiſhing the abundance. 
The ſame S. Cyprian did by his Diſcourſes, 
ſo inflame the Charity of the Carthagini- 
ans, that he gathered a vaſt ſumof Money; . 
and therewith redeemed a great number of- 
Chriſtian Captives, whom the Barbarians 
had carried into Slavery, when they entred: 
the Confines of Numidia. 

The Charity of the Chriſtians was- 
more conſpicuous. under. the Emperor: 
Gallients,.1n the heat of that Civil War; . 
which had almoſt ruin'd the City of :Alex«- 
andria.: as Eufebirs Biſhop of Ceſarea re-- 
hates in his Hiſtory. "The reciprocal afſiſt-- 
ance that Chriſtians. gave each other, was 
the more: remarkable,. becauſe: the. City 
was divided by two Factions, extreamly 
animated againſt each other; But thas ſpi-- 
rit of Union-was yet-more eminent, 1n that? 
diſmal . Plague. which followed. the: War, . 
and.deſtroyed that City, before-moſt flou-- 
\ riſking: 'They ſaw. there, .ſays-Euſebezro,.. 

the Chriſtians continually,about. the-Dy-- 
ing; and courageouſly expolingthemſelves 
to.deatb, .jn.cxhorting. them to offer-up 
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their ptiven/i the fubroiflion of their heart : 
Andgzatrer having -recerved their laſt fighs 

ith ptexfure, they ſaw them waſh, kiſs, 
nd dury'therr Bodres ; Whilſt among the 
» Neighbour became jealous of 
tobbour, Frienddiſtruſted Friend ; they 
ei were neareſt related forſook each o-, 
ther mn extremity. The Father left the 
Son, 'and the tendereſt Mothers cauſed the 
dead Bodies of their own Children to be 
caft out of the Windows. In truth, the 
Chriſtians, that died in the Duties of ſuch 
fervent Charity, -drew ſo great veneration: 
Tom all people, that the Church of Alex- 
endria regittred them among the num- 
ber of Martyrs, whereof ſhe keeps a pub- 
Hck Þ\ ctival 1 the laſt of F ebruary : And 
-——__ mentions this Feaſt in his Hi- 
ory. 
Aﬀeer all, there is nothing gives fo lively 
2 charaGer of 'the Charity which then: 
fourifhed among Chriftians, as what hap- 
pen*d to. St. Pacomins.. He being yet a 
Heathen, and baving Lifted himſelf into- 
the Froups of the Emperor Licinius, after: 
along w_ troublefom Journey, arrived at 
laſt at Thebes. When all the Army-came 
thither;the Chriſtians of that City brought 
them, with great-joy and forwardneſs, all 
xt ot Refreſhments. This made him 


enquire 
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enquire who thoſe charitable People were, 
that came thus thronging 10 relieve every 
one ? They anſwer'd/him, they'were Chri- 
ſtians, who profeſſed *rwas their duty to 
do good to all the World. Metaphraftus 
teſtifies, that Pacomins was ſo toucht with 
this ſpirit of well-doing, that he ardently 
courted to be one of thoſe ſo holy men, 
and heobtain'd his defire : for ſhortly after 
this- accident he obtain'd the Grace of 
God to become a Chriſtian. Evaprius 
makes an adnurable deſcription of thar 
Union wherein the Chriſtians lived ar 
Thebes, where the Faith was ſtill in its pri- 
mitive feryour. 
Euſebius tells us, in the Life of Conftan-- 
tine, that the humility of Chriſtianity had 
in ſuch manner annihilared in the ſoul of 
this Prince that pride, which Sovereignty- 
inſpires,that when he became Maſter of the- 
Empire, he nolonger lookt on his Subjects: 
as his Slaves, as the other Emperors had 
done, but heregarded them as his Brothers, . 
and Fellow-ſervants of the ſame Maſter, 
and fame God: that he adored : And he 
made no other uſe of his Imperial Purple, 
then to fortifie his Authority, thathemight 
make holy Ordinances for the cafe of his 
People, and fatishe his great inclination to- 
do good to ſuch as God bad put under his 
—_—_ - | 'Lhe- 


being arrived: at Antzoch, to puniſh thoſe 
that had thrown down his Statues, the 
Hermits of the neighbouring Mountains 
and Defarts- round about, appear'd all at 
once iſluing aut of their ſolitary Dwellings 
and Caves, to implere clemency of the 
Emperours Officers, for ſuch as had offend- 
ed. Our Prince (cried out theſe holy Her- 
 mits) x 4 Chriſtian, be will have compaſ- 

fron when he ſhall know our Complaints -: 

and we ought not to ſuffer you to embrue 
your Hands in the bloud of our Brethren. 
Theſe holy Men, being repulſed by the 
Soldiers, addrefſed themſelves to the Offin 
&ers, and-obtain'd a delay of the puniſh- 
ment. They immediately put to Sea, and 
being arrived at-Conſtantinople, caſt ihem- 
ſelves at rhe Emperours feet, and. offered 


their own Heads to fave theſe that were 
emity.. The whole Court acmured. the zeal 


of ſo fervent-a Charity.: And St. Chryſo- 


pardon'd: their Offence, gain'd more ho- 


nor: by this. act-of .his clemency, then. be 
ever. did by the luſtre of his Diadem. This 


great Sazat could not.ceaſe from praiſing 


ſtor aſſures .us, that the Emperour-having. 


ſo powerful to ſuppreſs the rage of fo. 
zwghty a Prince, and to inſpire .him with 
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ſuch a mild temper, asfew, even private, 


_ perſons are capable of. 


*T1s by the fervour of this Spirit too; 
that ſo many illuſtrious Ladies, who in the 
firſt Apes were the greateſt Ornaments of 
Chriſtianity, the Panla's, the Marcella*s, 
the Albine's, the Melania's, the Flaccilla's, 
the Pauline”s, did more honor to Religion, 
then by the nobleneſs of their Bloud and 
Birth, or the ſplendour of their Fortune. 
The ſtream of Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory is 
alPd with Examples expreſling this Chara- 
ter, which then was found in Emperours 
and private perſons, in _ and 1n little, 
in Men and Women; 
was the true Spirit of Chriſtianity, which 
in following Ages was found more or leſs 
fervent, according as Religion flouriſhed 
more or leſs. True it 1s, that this Charity 
never ſhew'd its ſelf in its full purity, but 
at its birth : and its brightneſs appear*d 
ſo much the greater at the beginning, as 
the Grace that - ericourag*d it was more 
ſtrong and more abundant : But although 
it ſeem, that Chriſtianity is become more 
weak and faint, as it runs on. farther 
from its Source, through the courſe of fo 
many Ages; yer from time to time ſome 
ſparks have ſhew'd themſelves of this di- 


vine fireof Charity, which is the ſoul of 7 
n 


or in effect, this 
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In thefe latter 'T'imes, as well as in the 
firſt Ages, Paulin's have been ſeen ſelling 
their own Liberties, - to deliver their Bre® |! 
thren from Servitude. There has been 
found more then once a fohn Calabite, | 
and a John Almoner, who have diveſted 
themſelves of all things, to give all to the 
Poor. *T's read in St. Anſelm, that E!- 
phegzes Archbiſhop of Canterbury, who 
lived in the beginning of the eleventh 
Ape, being taken Priſoner by the Enemy, 
choſe rather to die, then conſent his Flock 

7 ſhould be overcharg'd for the ranfom of 
{ his life. I ſay nothing of St. Bernardin of 
| Siena,nor of St. Charles, who fo Chriſtian- 
| like expoſed their lives, to afliſt at their 
;death thoſe infeted with the Plague. 1 
FX do not mention St. Francis Xaverias, who 
- | left his Country, Houſe and Hopes, to run 
' to the: utmoſt parts of the World after 
Salvages and Barbarians, ro inſtruct them 
in the knowledge of Feſus Chriſt. 
And amidlt the deplorable remiſneſs of 
the Manners of this Age, how many great 
Intereſts, great Honors, great Reputations, 
great Hopes, have we ſeen facrificed in the ;- 
generous. exerciſe of Chriſtian Charity * |} 
How many Perſons of Quality, how many {| 
eminent Wus, with ſublime Talents, how | 
many tender and. delicate Ladies , have 
ſubmit- 


Pen 4 UNE <0 
_— 0” RN EIA ea PET 6 1 Ss TOOTT = 


5 TO IE < Ed te Ne no He ABede reas to apeenes Foo \ & eres £4. us "OR , CO OE ne F977 I : . PIPER , —— 
" { 4 rin 4 T5 Ls 3 ORR 202 os, RF » 5.5 b EE AE 2 ata a, "ER it lee ST oo. ts COBEE "PI 
: BOY $ : be Ch ae lo hok REY OREN FO 3D FATS RES. RIS. I In Se + SI Ib ts. REFrS CEE dd Of Ot i ET ID "Of A Ut Dive, TY IO NS . rey " 
: | s ee ee et £3 IF ME NR ” ty : Ma 2 a rd 7 OS ed 0D one SRL a an Ine oe bac Es 7 "IE "TOR Re ROE Ie th __ reINE RPOWT 1 I =y 
| : | WIT 7 ESE Eye VEG MD TIS: 1 Ig» © OO ny GIN Et Tea I 
7 - : 4 vs >! Wo PS ; We Cor LEES 02s 
d ps Y we Ob SO EC REIT renee ns 
: w - INE 
- Fr RET pug L 
es T 
* * 
+4, 
9 
ay 
& 
T% 
AR 
* "862 
on 
© z * 
ol 
"- 
9 
wo 
+ I 
: Pe 
Rnd 
E's 
we 
5 
nl 
Chet 
=: - 
x 
* 24 
"A 
E 
dt 
x 


ſubmitted cherafulons moſt willingly to the | 
pains of a laborious and obſcure life, to 
ſuccour their Neighbours ? We have ſeen 
- 11 the old Age of Chriſtianity, and in the 
corruption 2 this Age, Apoſtolical Men 
croſs the Seas, to go and inſtruct Infidels, 
and bring them into the right way. 
Toconclude, this Spirit of the Apoſtles, 
which God has revived in ſome meaſure in 
iy latter 0M this ſo fervent zeal 
or the ſalvation of Souls, s ſo apparently... _* 
the- true Spirit of Chri x oP = 1 
efſential diftintion between the Children 
of the Church and others which are not 
of it ; 'That though it be above an Age 
ſince ſome of our Neighbours, whohaye __ 
unhappily left the Faith, runintoall | parts| 
of the World, there to plant Traffick and \ 
Commerce, which flouriſh amongſt them : 
yet there has not yet appear'd any one | 
Paſtor of their Communion, that has had 
the virtue and courage to. give his... 
Baptize one Salvage, ang. Can 
So true it is, that the Sintered 
neſs and purity of Chriſtian CHEE; can- 
| Not be ſo much as counterfeited. 
ticks ; who impudently boa I 
to inherit the Faith of the Apoſtles : when 
in reality they have not any mark of their 


Zeal, or ſign of their Spirit ; ſince they can 
behold 


found. ignorance of things neceſſary 
cir ſalvation. For what means the 1n- 


is ſo-cold tranquility, but what our 
mſelf ſaid, That the true Paſtor, 
was the Model)is always 


eſas Chriſt, 
ling ? Its in Charity 
s the true Spirit of Chrt- 
k after. She is that precious 
ſpel, which muſ be pur- | 
the truly rich 
n- renounce 
ey are ob- 


ut tv animate 


F 


any rate, tob 


= ; % 
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of Chriſtianity. 25 


CHAP. | 
Of the nature and qualities of this 
Charity, in which confiſts the 
Spirit of Chriſtianity ; and the 
Idea of a Chriſtian. 


*T\1IS natural for Man to love Man ; 
Burt *tis a great vertue to love him 
tor his vertues fake: for love thatis found- 
ed on honeſty, wiſdom, good inclination, 
fidelity, or any other real merit, is a ver- 
tue, and *tis laudable to love theſe quali- 
ties, which are themſelves worthy of 
praiſe. But after all, thus to love, is to love 
but like a Heathen : for the Pagans love 
thoſe that love them, and ſuch as have 
qualities worthy their love. Whar 1s 1t 
then to love like a Chriſtian ? *T's to love 
without hearkening to Nature, which 
wills that we love our like; "T's ra love, 
even without conſulting our. .R 


which requires that we love what is wor- 
thy to be beloved. Nature and Reaſon 
do not comprehend this Secret : The 
Goſpel muſt ſpeak, and *tis Zeſzs Chriſt 
himſelf muſt teach it. To love like a 
Chriſtian, is to love that which has nothin '4 
amiable; *T'is to have a kindneſs and} 
tenderneſs for thoſe that have all unkind-/ 
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meſs and rigour for us : In hne, to love 
like a Chriftian, is to defire the good of 


\choſe that wiſh us nothing bur ill. | 


This Vertue was unknown to the Mo- 
rals of Socrates a 19..Z2i85, LO Philoſophy 
and theold Law. The Precept to love our 
Enemies, 1s of the new Law ; And this ſo 
holy Maxim could not come but out of 
the School of God, ſo much *tis raiſed a- 
bove Man. *Tis indeed Feſus Chrift is the 
Author of it, and himſfelt in Perſon that 
inſtructs us.: But I ſay to you, love your 
Enemies, .do good to them that hate you, 
and pray for them that calumniate, and 
perſecute you. Thele are the words of the 


Saviour of the World : Behold our Belief, 


Character of our Religion. 


and the true 

'The other 
marks of a Chriſtian, as Devotion, Pe- 
nance, Hope in God, Humility, and even 
Martyrdom it ſelf , may be equivocal 
marks: ”T's only the love of our Enemies 
That 1s not : ”T'ts hereby alone that a Chri- 


our Goſpel, our Morality, 


_ Ttian can diſtinguiſh himſelf ; and ro em- 


| 


Ll 


Þrace the Faith, 1s to embrace the obliga- 
ition' to love the Perſecutor, an loving the 
Perſecution. 1 

But how can a man love that which 


” ;MEr1ts hi hate, when he has ſcacre POWer 


7 inmuma py; ity EGS : A rr eo TCO EI OTE FOOrENT 
Ko love that which deſerves to be beloved ? 
 Whac 


h EE 0: ps 
of Chriſtianity. 327 


What violence muſt not he uſe to himſelf 
before he gains that Point ? He needs not 
uſe any ; Be fromthe inſtant that he ſin- 
cerely becomes A Chriſtian, he loves his: 
Enemies as really as his Friends ; And the 
ſame Motive that makes a Ghriftian ove 
God, the ſames»allq_ makes him love his 
Neighbour is a Child of God ; for he ſees 
refledt on him abeamof theſame light, thar 
makes himſelf know God. Although his- 
Brother be his Enemy ; from the time thar 
he regards him as a Member of Feſus 
Ebre/t, ſprinkled with his Blond, fed with 
his Fleſh, enliven'd wath his Spirit, de- 
ſtin'd ro his Glory ; thar he profeſſes the- 
ſame Law and Religion as he do's ; thar- 
they have both the ſame Hopes, the ſame: 
Pretenſions, the ſame Sacraments; and: 
when he conſiders Fe/us Chriſt in his 
Neighbour, as the motive of his Charity, 
he loves him : And Fleſh; Bloud, Nature, 
Reaſon, Intereſt, and Paſlion, are too weals 
Conſiderations to diſunite Hearts tied to- 
1 by ſo holy an-Union; that 15 to ſay,. 
y all that 1s ſupernatural and divine in 
= fer ied So, the motive of the love of- 
our Neighbour being the ſame with the 
motive of our love of God, as Sr. Leo 
teacheth; both the one and the other be- 
mg grounded on the ſame principle, and 
Dc tending? 


- Ed | TY A... Ws: 
ed -—©T2_ {be opirtt. 


trending to the ſame end ; a Chriſtian can- 
nat be failing in the one, without failing 
in the other ; ſince _the ſame ray of Faith 
which enlightens his ſpirit to know God, 
ought /to. enflame his heart to. love his 
Neighbour. For-with what ſincerity can 
*Y he boaſt he loves God whom he do's not 
$ ſee, and not love his Neighbbur whom he 
* ſees, and who repreſents to him that ſame 
God -he boaſts that he loves, as the Apo- 
ftle-ſays ? Behold what's the nature of 
Chriſtian Charity, that in effe& cannot 
love her Neighbour, but with the ſame 
love wherewith ſhe loves God : which 
made St. 7ohbn ſay, That be who has chas, 
rity # in God, and God in him: Let us 
then examine the qualiries of this Charity. 
=  TheFuſt quality of this Vertue 1s, that 
E. fs Un eat” 


and cannot ſuffer to be 
” bounded in the extent of its love : for it 
loves the little and the great , the poor 
and the rich, the wretched and the happy, 
the peeviſh and the complaifant; the ſtran- 
er and the domelſtick, him that merits to 
Tz ” beloved, and him that deferves nor. 
| © Wherein 'tis in ſome fort hike God, who 
Fo , ſhares bu gifts to the worthy and umwor- 
thy, and pours forth has light on the Juſt 
ani nyjuſt. In fine, this Vertue embraces 
equally the whole World : ?T'is an univer- 
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when neceſſity . more requires -1t\ Behold. 


fays St, John, but let us teftifie oun love byj 
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fil ſpirit, that knows none of thoſe carnal 
and Heatheniſh diſtinctions,” of Engage-- 
ment, Intereſt, Party, Cabal; of Paul and : 
Gephas, which divide-at. preſent ſo many 
petty ſpirits inthe World. For, according - 
to St. Auguſtin, To loverall men, and to- 
pretend to except but one, with whom he : 
15 not. entirely ſatisRed, and not able to- 
bear with for ſome particular reaſons ; 1s- 


not to love like a Chriſtian. A Chriſtian: 


has an unverſal-love, becauſe the motive - 
of it 1s general: the change of- Times, 
Places, and: Circumſtances, . can make no 
alteration 1n his love ; he loves in fick- 
neſs and health, in adverſity-and profpe- 
rity, in-affliction and jay,. in humiliation 


and greatneſs, in dejettion and advance-- 


ment, 1n poverty-and plenty, to be ſhort; 
he loves in life and in death ;-. becauſe he 
15 that {incere Friend of- whom the Scri- 
pture ſpeaks, 2»h0 loves at all times. He 
fixes his heart on the Perſons without-re-- 
garding the Circumſtances, unlels it be to 
love aftera more dilmterefſed manner;and: 


the firſt quality of. Chriſtian Charity: 
The Second. is. Sincerity : 'Let-us love; 


effefts, and not by .words : The Chara 
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ments, +, Civilities nin = berwicas prote- 
Aations of Amity , ſtrain'd Complacen- 
cies, falſe F riendſkips, vain Words, deceit- 
Promiſes, and 1n all other Diſlimulati- _ 
ons,which are commonly practiſed by thoſe = f 
chan lead a worldly life, Bur Chriſtian 
Charity never counterfeits : the ſpeaks no- 
thing but what ſhe thinks : ſhe thinks no- 
thing but what ſhe feels, ſhe feels nothing 
but what ſhe would exeggute + her words 
never belic her actions, and her actions are 
always.conformable ro her Sentiment; pr | 
the is eflentially fancere, and has no other | 
way to.explain her ſelf, but by her deeds. 
'Fhe Fhird quality of this Verrue, 1s 
/Puriny of ſpirit, anda perfect diſinterefſed- 
; meſs : fortrue Charity reſpets God alone, 
' and fudies purely ro-pleaſe him : fo as the [ 
never acts upon thoſe mean and worldly | 
Conſiderations of Thverelt and ve, 
wich ſer men awork : for Mendo ſeldom. 
good: to: one another, bur our of hopes of 
Intereff.. *Tis on theſe Maxims they would: | 
bave all the World know when they do. 
thews Friendany ſervice; they are only of- 
fciousto'gain repute ; and oblige only to.” 
publiſh.ir: If they are falenr, *ris for ſome: 
pavate reaſon than they ſee it fit to-hold. 
thewrongue: Chriſtian Charity has a con- 
wary way ob proceeding, to. this worldly 
Charity : - 
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Charity : ſhe has no other deſign or 
tenſion, becauſe her motive is pure. All 
her ſtudy indoing good, 1s how to conceal 
her doing #: 1f ſhe gives Alms, ſhe hides. 
them in the Laps of the Poor, as the Scri- 


a 
v- 


pture ſays ; ſhe draws a Veil over all her 


good Deeds, that they may not be known,, 
and ſhe would hide them even from her 
own ſelf, were it poſſible, to entruſt then, 
only to her modeſty and filence. The plea. _ 
fure ſhe takes in doing good 1s to her a. 
oreater recompence, then all the C_ 
of Men. As ſhedo's nothing but for God, 
ſo ſhe would have no other witneſs of her 
actions. He 1s the fole motive of the good: 
works ſhe do's ; and it ſuffices he knows. 
them, to be himſelf their recompence. 
The other qualittes of Charity St. Pautz. 
explicares in the admirable Elogy he madgq 
of this Vertue to the Corinthians : Chas 
rity (ſays this Apoſtle): x patient, w be- 
»ipn. Charity envies not, deals not per- 
werſly, is not puffed up, is not ambitious, 


ſeeks not her o9n, is nst provoked to anger, 


thinks not evil, rejoyces not upon iniquity, 
but rejoyces with the truth, ſuffers all 
#hings, believes all things, hopes all things, 
bears all things : TFhefe qualities become 
yet more luſtrous in the lite of a Chriſtian, 
which 1s a continual practiſe and exercife. 


@ 


& this Karine, Tis ſe to make hereof. 
ſome Idea, only to ſhew whatit is in re- 
ſpect toour Neighbours: The lineaments 
of ſo admirable a picture, which length of 
time has almoſt decay*d,cannot be well tra- Þ} 
ced over again, without gathering: thence 
ſome prob. 

A Chriſtian 1s altogether- an- inters- 
our Man, who has nothing. of the cor- 
ruptible Man. in us, bur the outward 
ſhape : but there. appears ſa much-of mo- 
deration-and wiſdom even 1n his exteriour, 

and Gods Grace has- fo powerfully de- 
ſtroy'd his natural inclinations, to ranie 
all bis interiour, . that he is a. pattern to o- 
E ther men, becauſe he 1s more. reaſonable, 
© ' and better govera.d- then other men. 

His chief character is the {pic DIL it. of Equi- 
Ay: And of all Vertues, 
1 he moſt accultomns” o 
ſe The always Terves him to ; hold the 
ballance -even | DN himſelf and his 
Neighbour. His buſineſs 1s. not to raiſe 
his at but. his perfection, and to 
others to make themſelves perfect : And 
his ordinry-employment .is to inſtruct, 
_—help, protect, and ſerve his Brethren : .but - 

he d&%TE with ſo much loves, fo muck - 
zxal, and ſo much difintereſſedneds ; that: 
there 1s. 80 man. loves himſelt. ſo. well, : AS.2. 
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his own : and he 1s leſs concern'd for his 
own honour then his Brethrens ; for he 
counts their advantages among his own, 
he draws his ſatisfaction from their plea- 
ſures: And by an unparalelPd compla- 


_ cency he transforms himſelf into their hu- 


mour, and afſumes ſometimes even their 
ſpirit. He 18 that univerſal Man, who, as 
St. Paul, 18 every thing to_every one: 
He is the comfort of the aft IiCted, rhe Tup= 
port of the feeble, rhe ſuccour of the nee 


Y\z 


the refuge of the perſecuted, and the coun- 


ſel of all thoſe that want it. In fine, 
there 15 no weakneſs that he do's not com- 
paſlionate, and no mufery at which his 
bowels are not moved. He 1s fo far from 
deſiring what he has nor, like the genera- 


lity of men, that he1s always ready to give 


what he has. If modeſty appears 1n his 
Dreſs, frugality at his "Table, Ne plictty in 

his Houſhold-ſtuff, and good Hiwbardry 
throughout ; *ris but, by his contempr of 
luxury, to ſave wherewithal he may pro=- 
vide "A the neceflity of the Poor, to whom 
he gives his helping hand in all their 
wants. His Eftate 1s the Poor's, becauſe 
their poverty 1s his. 

'The ſole luſtreof Charity ines in.eve- 


His Neigh-..... 


| bour3Intereſt is more dear to him then 


E.- TO 4 . X __ O07 | 
Aa... The Spirit | 
py thing he do's, without any mixture: of | 

the leaſt ſmoke of vanity. His. modeſty | 
throws out all Sentiments of his own glory, 


and he knows no other but that of bene- 
ficence,and obliging all the world: So that 
he do'snot heap up Wealth;to enrich him- 
ſelf, but therewith to do good to: others : 
*T'is not tro be knowing he ſtudies, but to 
ſerve thoſe that are not : He has Riches 


- 


3s 


nlp for the Poor, and Learning for the 
” Ipnorant. Nor 1s tt for himſelf that he 1s 
powerful, wife, underſtanding, and ready 
at Buſineſs, but only that by theſe quali- 
ties he may be more beneficial to his 
Neighbour : And he has no ſfagaeity, bur 
the better to diſcern the ſpirit of others, 
and to look on them on the more favoura- 
ble fide. Though amongſt rhe proud he 
has the ſmmpheity of the Dove, yet a- 
 mongſt the wicked and impious, according 
to the counſel of the Goſpel, he has the 
prudence of the Serpent. He knows how 
to make advantage of their defefts, and 
the depravedneſs. of the moſt corrupted 
ſpirits ſerve him for inftruftions ; for by 
their weakneſs hesegulates his power. 
| When he 1s rais'd in Dignity, and his 
Deſerts have pla&'d him above his Bre- 
thren, to govern them ; Then 1s he like 


the good, Paſtor of the Goſpel, who felr 
more. 


> ws ” n "RX. Or > > I” » Ix, T4 ad = 
Y INT : n a i 4 PR SPY IE” 0] £ 0 4 S y 2s Fo OE ON 2 — IE 1 p 
l he ate On IS) Bee Ot OA nth 3 2 $8 2 SIR IRE, Et en EEbS ne bo” I > IE 7 IKE,” aca A LR . 
m 6 4 EI MT R. VA, te RE! SIE >, ® Tt =; DIG Fan nr ” % bank ER 2 Rs nx AER ES 38; p, ea » F< > CE ITOR Doe = 
OE ES Een as + _ ay OD EESRE 
- by > " LAGS 
26 


EAI Q LI Sonics 0 Sort te acts CORTTHIOENh - 3, 29.0900 HS, AE IC 05 7 AY 1. BY Ao ro nt 2 ea ES kD et 
na £92oo Vee Ao EIA i Lon SE IS: ez TN i Ho M.,- hy Be he EDI «EDITS Meg mrs $2 Ros OBO OWACISS ET EE" OR Woe 
” I HIST > os a To ER bt RR p . ORE 22" REES: ned Oe nie B40 OO IRR : : 
of - <= & WII I” GELS 
* 
. 
® ' 
"0 4% . 
4 { 
” = 


more :grief for the ſtraying of one of his. 
Sheep,then joy for being Maſter'of a whole 
Flock. He always looks on a ſinner with, © 
a Father-like eye, he bewails him in his | 
diſorders, he ſuffers him with patience, and | 
treats -him with mildneſs, not_oppreſiing - 
him with the weight of his Authority, that 
1s already overwhelm'd with the preflure 
of his Crime : He 1s tender-hearted and 
compaſlionate even when his Duty obli- 
ges him to be harſh and ſevere. His ſeve- 
rities are far more annable then the careſles 
of others; for when he puniſhes, he do's 
not heed ſo much the puniſhment of = 
_ Offence, as the corre&ion of the Offendert 
So that in his hezght mn reſpe&t of other 
Men, he 1s like the Candle in the Goſpel, 
which enlightens the whole Houſe. Has 
carriage 1s the model of Chriſtian com- 
portment, and his life a publick inſtruction 
for all vertuous People. 
He firſt impoſes on himſelf the whole 
weight of that yoke which he 1s oblig'd to 
impoſe on others; and as zeal in words 
becomes fruitleſs, it not ſupported by that 
of actions, himſelf practices by an exem- 
plary life, what he would perſwade others. 
| Whatever outrage 1s done him, cannot 
make him hate the doer. He underſtands 
not returnng 1njury for injury, nor cr 
WAat 


* 
©: 


» I ” 4> Fg x Fs Fs Ws . 2 2% 2 a, «4 OT 
_ a A « 4 Bene 4 i "EI" p ey of ME Et Þs ad b-4 nat oa IN 25 a ts Ham a PBS = 2] ee en EE IO Dea." NI $Ges 3 
In ts _ <> OE © ROY _ Sea EO fo CRE Ee & f Z Fe RS oo HE WR Os 4 wy "W3% w o 
" - P , TIS CY hm 4 RI IPA I "OPIN" ws Ce «ft a Bet dens to IE RET "FF 9 ern REO! Fx Pi FE LION # - 4 x) 2 > $A ES ON SL et Ie wo; 2 5s es 
? « P98. > FORD Ar EE at BREE oe onde Ea het RS CIs Bob 7, EIS 5 as Reel ih # ”_ TRE SY oS 3-4 IS IG RE INE Se Sarge. Ry 22-5 . EA. . i - 
o PENS ao Wo Re; g's EO Od an ei EN YEP BE : EY Edo ——- > 2>: "> 2 FOOT. ER of OR Eh as FR: * Me ES q : g < ah . N Fo £ d. s 
4 5 I he, WE, ts, +: <ILAL. SEES EEE, = T2! CEL NY . 4 EE = S . <7 > T Fe” Y VR gh. I'-* p I 4 
- ” : - p nee ny Z , 1 , X : 
Za; 5 : 
Een 0 
I * 
- 
© 
” 
Io. 
< 
= ; 
M3 
oy 
> 
by . 
% - 
: S | 
£ 4 
Z "F 
< 
X 
L 
< \ 
p I 4 
<2 " 
E294 ; - s 1 
> . 
Ty 
1 4 Cy 
- . 
*- - 
8 
5 % 
53 
. 
a 


what anger is; and he is ſo much maſter 
of his reſentments; when any injuſtice 1s 
done him, that he finds it far lefs difficult 
to forget, then ro remember the offence. 
But nothing ſhews ſo much his dominion 
over his own heart, as the quiet he enjoys 
in the general agitation and heat which 
other men diſcover. in their Aﬀairs. Has 
midneſs, his patience, his innocence, and 
his ſincerity; are then all the crafts and po- 
liricks he uſes. His conſcience 1s not only 
clear in reſpect of rhe intereſts he has ro 
determine with others : but his heart clean 
inthe judgment he' makes of them; for he 
judges every thing without prejudice : 
All appears 1nnocentro him, becauſe all he 
do's 15 wathour deceit. In fine, his chief 
care 1s'to preſerve an'equality of mind, a- 
midft the inequalities of the Aﬀairs of the 
World: which concern him no farther,then 
the connexion they have with the glory 
of God, or ſalvation of his Neighbour. 
Behold whatit 1s to be a Chriſtian: and 
not to counterfeit unſeaſonably the zealot 
about the carriage of others; to be very 
ſohcitous for their perfection, and careleſs 
for ones own ;) to trouble ones head for 
them, and never think of ones ſelf ; totalk 
of nothing but the primitive Faithful, 
cite nothing but the ancient Canons, and 
| ; deplore 
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is 1t in the refinements of Diſcipline and 


& 


Reformation which ſound ſo wig every 
where, or in thoſe intrigues of difſembled 
Devotion, in which they place the Vertue 
of this Age, that the Spirit of Chriſtianity 
conſiſts. The true Chriſtian 1s a Man f{im- 
ple, retired, little in his own eyes, which 
he keeps always as open and obfervant of 
his own weakneſles, as cloſed againſt thoſe 
of others. He takes not any notice of. his 
own advantages, he only obſerves thoſe of 
his Neighbour : becauſe he has only a con- 
tempt for himſelf, and eſteem and defe- 
rence for others. His conduct edifies all the 
world, and angers no body : He flics all 
plauſibleneſs even in good works ; becauſe 
whatever gains credit 13 dangerous to 
Man, who 1s ſubject to nuſtake himſelf : 
He is no backbiter, nor peeviſh ; no Man 
of artifice, no doer of ſhrewd turns. Thus 
were the Primitive Chriſtians : Nor isthis 
a vain or fruitleſs Idea of a Chriſtian, or 
his Character that I havedrawn : for the 
Chriſtians lived: after this manner 1n the 
newnels of ſpirit of the Primitive Church. 
What, 1s this Image entirely defaced ? and 
15 this Spirit retir'd wholly from us ? Blef- 
ſed 'T'unes, when they lived thus! when 
will you return? But it is not enough to 

E know 
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know wherein Chriſtian Charity conſiſts ; 
whatits nature and qualities are: if the art 


How to practiſe it be unknown. 
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Of the true pradtice of Charity, ac- 
cording to the Spirit of Chriſtia« 
_mty. | 


S—\Here is no Vertue of a more uni- 
- 'verſal uſe in Chriſtianity , then 
=> Charity : It may be praiſed on 
all occaſions, for the Poor are found every 
where; and the detail of miferies , where- 
unto Man is ſubject, is of fo vaſt extent, 
that one may ſay *tis of all Conditions. 
Thus Charity may be exerciſed to the 
Rich and Poor, to the contented and dif- 


contented, to the happy and unhappy, to 
the learned and ignorant, to the proud and 


Humble, *to the living and dead. So that 


this Vertue may be practiſed in publick and 


rivate, in the light and in the dark, at 
ome and abroad, in the Court and the 


Defart, 1n ſolitude and Aſſemblies ; and 
of all Conditions that*s 'moſt deſirable to 
= Chriſtian wherein he has the beſt means 
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to exerciſe Charity : as of all Talents that's 
the moſt advantageous, which is moſt pro- 
| fitable to ones Neighbour. 
The better ro diſpoſe ones ſelf to pra- 
Riſe this Vertue, he ought to begin with 
ſtudying the miſeries of Man, which are 
its chiefeſt obje&t : He ought to ſearch 
into the bottom of his nothingneſs., to 
know the, baſeneſs of his beginning, the 
ſhamefulneſs of his birth, the poverty of 
his nature, the .infirmities of his infancy, 
the paſſions of his youth, the caducity of 
| his old age : Fo theſe ought be added 
the diſeaſes and-illnefles, the pains, the in- 
commodites,the fatigues,the accidents,and 
other miſeries to which his Body is ſubject. 
The miſeries of his Sparit are ſtill greater ; 
What 1gnorance , what blindneſs, what 
errors,. what doubts, what. contradictions 
m his deſigns, what preoccupation in his 
thoughts, What falſeneſs in his judgments 2 
What ſhall I ſay of his levities, inconſtan- 
cies, irreſolutions, frailties, diſſimulations,. 
niceneſles, and-riots ? There may be added: 
to the heap of his other weakneſles, the 
diſcontents and chagrins that devour himz. 
the cares that diſtract him, the afflitions: 
that oppreſs him, his own deſires that tor- 
ment him, the great propenſity: he has to- 
eval, and his inability #0 do good ;. his fre-- 
E 2 quent 
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_ quent falls and relapſes, the number and 
* enormity of his .crimes, his abuſe of 
graces, the irregularity of his conduct, and 
the general diſorder of his whole life. In 
fine, S. Auguſtine ſays, Man 1s nothing but | 
indigency, corruption, and miſery. Behold 
the FR oround on which the Charity of 
a Chriſtian ought to apply his afliftance 
according to the diſcretion of his zeal, and 
as his Neighbours neceſflity requires. 
But his firſt care ought to be directed to 
the more apparent neceffities, and which 
are obyious of- themſelves , without his | 
ſeeking after them. As to give Bread to } 
him that has none, tocloath rhe naked, ro 
help the ſick, and to viſit the impriſoned. 
His ſuperfluities may ſupply him tor theſe 
afliftances; and he will always have ther, 
if he regulates his vanity, and lives accord- 
ing to the ſpirit of the Goſpel. Afer all, 
if he has little, let him give little, if hehas 
much, let him give much, according as 
Tobias adviſes ; for the Riches one; has 
- ought to be the meaſure of his Alms. I 
need not mention thoſe that voluntarily 
become poor, dar agy to imitate the } 
poverty of our Lord : Every one knows | 


what preference they ought to have be- | 
fore others when Alms are diſtributed | 
becauſe Teſrs Chriſf, to whom they are / 
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f given, 15: more remarkable. in. them then: 
In others. 
Beſides theſe viſible nol} ities, which all 
the world ſees, there are divers others that: 
are more concealed, whica the ſhame of' 
| thoſe that feel them hides from the know-- 
ledge of the moſt charitable -: for there are. 
many, that chuſe rather to be miſerable, 
then to declare their miferies. Bur Charity 
when induſtrious, quickly knows how-to 
find out theſe wants, let them be never fo - 
ſecret, and when faithful to provide for 
| them. St.. Paul too, deſires. a Chriſtian 
ſhould participate with his Brother im his 
LT Joy. when he 18 pleaſed, and in his diſplea- 
ſure when otherwiſe ; he would have him. 
troubled or quiet, according as his Neigh- 
bour 1s,,and that he ſhould ſhare. in his- 
Seatiments as well as his Intereſts. Not-- 
withſtanding becauſe thereare wants more 
important then temporal ones, a Chriſtian 
1s alſo oblig'd to more preſſing and eflen- 
tial Duties of Charity ; which are to pro-- 
vide for ſpiritual. necefſities : the. extent 
whereof is immenſe, by. reaſon of the. qua- 
lity of Man's mind ; and Man being ſub-- 
5@ to ſo many miſcries, a Chriſtian, 1t he 
bedeſirous to live like one, will never want 
occaſions to exerciſe his - Charity. For 
| ſometimes hel be.oblig*d by his mildneſs 
Ez and 
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and' parience, to reduce him that is ſtray*ds 


_ into. the way of Vertue ; he'l ſtrengthen 


the weak, he'! ſtir up the flothful, he?! en- 


courape rhe fearful, he'l ſertle the diſquiets 


of a fleeting: and irreſolute mind : Then 


again, by the ſeverity of his Diſcourſe, he'l. 
frighten the obſtinate, and by the terror 
of his threats reclaim the pride of the pre- 
ſumptuous and intraftable. Another time 


he'l. make. the humble comprehend to- 
encourage him, that the. kingdom of 
heaven 15 his inheritance, becauſe he 1s the 
true poor of ſpitit to whom the Goſpel 


promaſes it-: and he will open the eyes of 
the afflicted, ro make him ſee plainly that 
crown promis'd to him, who ſhall have paſ- 


{ed through. the trial of tribulation. Hel: 
teach the covetous not to fx his heart on. 
the periſhable vain things of this world. 
Hel inſtru&t the voluptuous how to reſiſt 


his. ſenſual appetite. He'l overthrow the. 


_ deceitful-peace of the wiſe worldling, who- 
puts his confidence in the prudence of the 
fleſh. He'l awake him that's. doz'd in in, 
by. the- wholſom. terrors of Gods judg-. 
ments : By the folidity of his Diſcourſe 
he'l deſtroy the falſe reaſonings of the im» 


pious ; And by the ſincerity. and dilinte- 
relledneſs of his carriage ſilence the liber- 


tine, When he ſhall have the impudence to- 
 - call. 
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call him hypocrite and diſlembler, accords 
ing to the unhappy language of this Age, . 
where 1mpiety, to {ignalize it ſelf, has:. 
found the art to confound true Vertue- 
with falſe, thereby to diminiſh her cre... 
dit ; becauſe the very example of Vertue 
becomes troubleſom and vexattous to ſuch: 
as live licentiouſly. -- 

But, when his Brother, who-1s unjuſtly 
oppreſt, ſhall have bis heart overcharg*d 
with grief, he't find ſome means to eaſe 
him of this weight, either by the aid of 
ſome wholſom counſel, or the mildneſs of 
{ome charitable comfort; that ſo he may. 
prevent his deſpair. He'l inſtruct, even by- 
his example, all that ſuffer, to ſubmit to. 
the ſevereſt diſpoſitions of Providence, 
and with refignarion to ſuffer thoſe amo-. 
_rous chaſtiſements which the hand of God. 
is pleas'd to infliat. He?l alſo - accuſtom 
himſelf not eafily to be ſhock*d, as many- 
are, atthe defects of others ; Nay he'l: 
find by uſing himſelf to that, *ris more - 
wit and vertue to comply with them, then 
to pleaſe himſelf in the good qualities of- 
thoſe he converſes with, To be the child. 
of peace in the Goſpel, fit to reconcile - 
thoſe whom animoſity or hatred 1mbitter- 
to one another, let him not be raſh in his. 
judgments, let him ayoideven the ſhadow 
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of the leaſt ſuſpicion, let him never heark-- 
en-to detraction and calumny ; and to fe- 
cure himſelf againſt falſe impreſſions, let. 
bim never aflent to any thing ſpoken to. 
the diſadvantage of. others before he has. 
examin'd it, nor condemn any upon the ill 
conſtruction of his intentions. | 
When by the FunCtions of his Charge, . 
or the pure duty of Charity., he is ob- 
bg'd to.puniſh ; let him remember that. 
the ſpirit of ſweetneſs. and nuldneſs, is 
the firſt Character. of a- Chriſtian , and 
that ſeverity 1s a miſtaken vertue, . other- 
wiſe then on the. principle of Charity. 
True Charity is humble and patient even 
in choler it ſelf, and is tender and mild m 
ſeverity. If he muſt admoniſh and repre- 
nend, let a Chriſtian firſt know the ſecret 
how to ſweeten his: admonitions, and clear 
his reprehenſions of all that's harſh and. 
vexatious, . and let him mix withal thoſe 
in{inuating ways which are neceſlary to . 
gain him, whomone would not have loft. 
Let him excuſe all but ſin, which, once 
known, is inexcufable. 'T'he force-and 
kindneſs, wherewith our Lord. excuſed 
Magdalen  againit the reproaches of the 
Eharifee, ought to inſtruct us, that in cer» | 
tain .occalions, we.ought to have kindneſs 
to bear with.a linner, ,ang force to .defend 


tun. Rut 


50099", 


— OT TOE UNETT KIT AT IS Ac TT 
ry i vu _ TOY 2 GIS BY 4 


s : : g SY \ > A % 1» : w, £ r « , SI ITS. Pen = I ade En HED ins a ts TOW. abt * p -—_ y " * - 
: ; < x SY AE Te eg: _ LIE IE x . nr dtd PIT FL rert Wr CATE ore WS tn - - CINE A IP rl ge IE OE RIRE "4H £& bags is,” WWD SEA. : it WT. þ 
- $ Y £ , . / My DPI oz ind I V2 <Lv Soy - ENG) Re DI - SR SE OR 2 Cana TETRIS oe. EE CEE hd ES >> x62; I? 
of 7:0 f bo 2 *- " 8 .” IS. : Os E ORE DS 5d, 7205 —_- PL RR. 23 -  SIEY 
2 v *% FR AIST LY 
BP” 
o =} *-, 
aL FERN 
the 4 
o _—_ 
% Es, 
. > 
*. 
S __ 
- 
LS £1 Wy 
» 5 * s 
T w— 
SI 
” 
pos 
T7 
4 « 
E 
" 
9 i 
_ 
$ 
by -J 
x 
oo « 
* 
£ 
"P 
”s 
235 
& 
N81 
F 
2, 


But as the World places its Morality in 
not pardoning, by making Revenge a 
Vertue ; and the higheſt pitch of Chri- 
ſtian perfection is to love our Enemies : 
Herein it 18 a Chriſtian ought moſt to fig- 

nalize himſelf. Philoſophy has not yet 
been able to reach ſo far, and it is the 
greateſt difficulty in Chriſtianity to pra- 
| Ctiſe it. Bur after that Feſws Chris has 
| both by his Doctrine and Example taught 
us his intentions on that Poiar, a Chriſtian, 
who will live like one, ought to lay aſide 
his reſentments, and weaknefles, to pardon 
any injury done him. T's conteſs'd, the 
Heathens have own'd ſome ſhadow of this 
Vertue, amidit the darkneſs of their 
Morals, and there appears ſome rough 
draughts of it, in their moſt i]]uſtrious aCtr- 
ons; but after all, twas only out of va- 
nity that they pafdoned: Their clemency 
was only a ſecret pride, whereby they 
ſought after applauſe and reputation. On 
the contrary, Chriitian clemency flies no- 
| thing ſo much as vanity, and only ſeeks 
the intereſt and advantage of whom ſhe 
pardons. - 
Beſides this, there 1s another fort of Cha- 
rity to be practiſed ; more perfect then the 
7 others, in regard *tis more pure and di{in- 
> tereſſed:_ for it is without hope of any re- 
turn, 
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fiſting with our Prayers thoſe holy Souls, 
which ſuffer in Purgatory through thoſe 
painful inquietudes,and grievous impatien- 
cies they have, to ſee themſelves ſeparated 
from God. Theſe are the Creatures-of all 
the world the moſt afflicted, through the 


cruel torments they ſuffer ; and withal the 


moſt worthy to be ſuceour'd : for what 
are not they worthy of, that are che- 


riſht and predeſtinared by God ? What 
glory 1s at for a Chriſtian to be. Mediator 
between God, and theſe holy Souls, who 
ceaſe not to love him, though they ſuffer all 


the rigor of his Juſtice, and to- adore even 


his chaſtiſements, and vengeances? *T's 


even (if we may ſo ſay) to do God him- 
ſelf a pleafure to ſuccour theſe Souls, be. 


cauſe he loves them ; and- his Juſtice ts 


better ſatisfhed with our Prayers, then their 


Sufferings, becauſe our Prayers are yolun- 
tary, and their Sufferings not : And thus 
the Charity of the Living, eaſes and ſweet- 
ensthe Pains. of the Dead. 

But if it be fo great a Charity, to help 


the Souls that are but for ſome time ſepara» 


ted from God ; what will it be then, to 
be aſliſting to flaners, who through their 
criminal engagements, are in danger to be 


eternally ſeparated from him ? "Theſe 
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rurn ; fince it is done for the Dead, by af- 
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' niſter of eſws Chriſf, are qualities rarely 
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wretches.do not confider, in how deplora- 
ble a condition they are ; and that *tis the 
greateſt madneſs and blindneſs to prefer a 
momentary pleaſure before their ſalvation : 
how great Charity is it to make them' 

comprehend this ? But what patience,fweet- 
neſs, prudence and great circumſpection 
needs there to effect it ? *T's a ſecret, ſpi- 
ritual Direftors ſcarce remember, to inter- 
mix a Fatherly connivance and forbear- 


| ance with theſe ſo neceſſary medicinal ri- 


gors, for the cure of a ſinner ſeduced by 
his 1gnorance, and abandon'd to his weak- 
neſs. One muſt ſtudy the diſpolition, the 
habitudes, the inclinations of his Penitent, 
and obſerve the way, of *entring into his 
heart, to exerciſe there abſolutely this cha- 
ritable ſeverity which cures: the Soul. Bur 
they ſeldom give themſelves this trouble : 
this mixture of authority and love, of re- 
ſolution and compliance, of zeal and pa- 
tience, of mildneſs and auſterity, are ſcarce 
any longer uſed in Direction ; the buſt 
neſs is precipitated either by compoſition, 
or by a falſe principle of rigor to be repu- 
ted ſevere ; becauſe the World reliſhes 
that beſt. This capacity of a Doctor, this 
prudence of a Phylician, theſe bowels of a 
Father, and this difinterefledneſs of a Mi- 
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fi 
der him a perfect Director. In cbuling one, 


ound 1n one and the ſame Perſon, to ren- 


ſuch as authorize fin by their ſoftneſs, in 
flattering a finner by -too much compli- 
ance, and thoſe, who by their ſeverities 
diſproportion'd | 10 the weakneſs of their 
Penitents ſerve only to diſcourage them, 
are alike to be avoided; for they are <qual- 
ly dangerous. I ene 
I have ſtuck alittle.upon this Point :.for 
*ris in this Chriſtian Charity may be beſt 
exerciſed, and wherein generally *tis leaſt 
pradtiſed ; becauſe we are not ſuthciently 
toucht with the deplorable condition of a 
ſinner. Although at this day there's more 
pretending to Direchon then ever, yet. we 
ſcarce ſee any longer thoſe zealous Di- 
reftors, who are Chriſtianly obſtinate: to. 
diſarm the anger of God againk ſinners 
by the auſterity of their lives, and who 
draw down the graces of God upon their 
Penitents, by the perſeverance of their 
Prayers and Mortifications. ?T'1s to theſe 
charitable Directors we owe thoſe great 
Converſions, which God makes be ſeen 
from time to time, as ſtriking rays of his 
mercy, Theſe are the ordinary fruits 
wherewith God takes pleaſure to bleſs the 
voluntary Penances and Mortifications of 
thoſe vertuous innocent Souls, who 1n the 
ſecret 
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ſecret 'of their hearts deplore the'fins of 


their Brethren : which ought to be a great 
comfort to thofe Chriſtians whoſe Re- 
treat deprives them of the other occaſions 
to exerciſe Charity. For a Carthuſtan, a 


Carmelite, a Monk the moſt retired from 
commerce with Men, may ſometimes do as - 


much good at-the: foor of his Crucifix, in 
alliſting his Neighbour by the inviſible 
help of his- Prayers, as the moſt eloquent 
Preachers, the moſt zealous Miſſoners, and 
and all thoſe whoſe Profeſſion engages 
them to ſerve the Publick in the direCtion 
of Souls. Beſides 'tis always lefs dangerous, 
and. often more profitable, to ſpeak of 
Men to Godin ſecret Prayer,then ro ſpeak 
of God to Men in the ſhew and tumult of 

Preaching. JE. 
T1 fay nothing of that eminent'Charity 
praiſed heretofore'by the Apoſtles in the 
primitive 'T'1mes of Grace: which the Sa- 
viour of the World prefers before all other 
Charities-z becauſe by a generous con» 
rempt of death ſhe willingly offers up her 
life for the ſalvation of her Neighbour. 1 
believ*d I even ought not to ſpeak of at, 
becauſe the exerciſe of this Chatity 4s a- 
bove all Rules, and beſides *tis one of thoſe 
extraordinary graces God only beftows on 
vis favourites : Not but that 1n theſe latter 
F Times 


Ny 2s 


ſhi in ' — ll; m Apoſtelical M Men, Shs 
the fartheſt parts of rhe World, 

0 water > chaſe barren and ingrateful = © 
ions with their ſweat ,, and even their 
Bloud, to' draw-down on them . the ble(- 
"ag of. Heaven, and make Chriſtianity 
flourifh-there ; but -every one do's not 
Pa wake of theſe: graces, theſe are the mer- 
cies of "God, and theſe mercies are great 
thiracles. Let-us adore the deſigns of God 
3 an thoſe to-whom'he do's theſe favours ; 
= and let us bleſhim-for vouchſafing to caſt 
I this eyes on them, 'to allow them the ho- |} 
= mor to .die for "uh Happy he, who in 
p guiding > of Souls merits to ſuffer at leaſt 
DINE rſecution, though he be not 
Chim oo of his life to ſerve 
bour .. he, whocan con- 

>-— his tears andfighs to the Conver- 
{ron of Heathens , when he cannot his 
loud and life 7 Ir ought to be the mot 
ordinary Devotion of all good people to 
Goh before God, and to offer him vows 
for- the ſalvation of all men; that the 
Death of Zefas Chriſt may not be fruitleſs 
= to-them. For the true Chriſtian ought not 
:Y to -conhine the whole extent- of his zeal 
= within the narrow circle of his own per- 
FeQion : be ought to labour for the per- | 
tection 
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feftion and falvation of others, If his: 
Faith be fo fervent , and his Prayer ſo- 
humble and perſeverant as it ought to be,, 
for ſo important: a ſubje&t; what fruit may: 
he not hope ? This- every one may+-pra-- 
Qiſe: and the precious Bloud of & oh 
Chriſt which (in thoſe Countries where he: 
1s not known), loſes 1ts value, well deſeryes: 
thar a Chriſtian zealous for his glory” 
ſhould affet fo. holy and charitable a> 
Devorion. 
Behold, throughout the whole Diſcourſe: 
I have made, there's a large way lies open: 
for Chriſtan Charity, to exerciſe ſo many” 
different good works as concern it. But: 
there. remains one work of Charity. for. a, 
Chriſtian ro' practiſe, ſo much'the wor-- 
thier to be recommended to him, as no: 
body is aware to-think of it: *Tis, to- 
pray often to God for the ſalvation of the: 
Great ones, and for all thoſe, whom Provi-- 
dence abandons to the-vanity of worldly- 
Honors, andthe covetoufneſs- of Riches... 
Man being always weaker 1n-elevation,. 
and proſperity, then in deprefiion, and ad-- 
verſity ; thegreater he is, the more worthy” 
of. compaſſion. For Greatnefs is a' Shelf, . 
fo-much the more dangerous, as ts appear- 
ance 15 more deceitful. It is not the voca-- 
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facceſsfult : and it 'often happens that God, 
ehrough a terrible order of his Providence, | 
gives up theſe worldly happy ones, to the | 


 wandring of their hearts, and, by a ſecret 
Judgmenr, ſuffersthem to fallinto a blind- 
neſs, and obſ{tinacy, which renders them 
mnſenſible of: all-the motions of Grace, and 
all the inſpirations of-Heaven. 

If we have Charity, let us tremble for 
thoſe that areinſo ſada condition ; Let us 
implore Gods mercy upon the miſery of 


=y 


thoſe falſlly happy ones; 'Let us give the 
Porentates of the Earth the ſame counſel 
as Damel heretofore gave. unto one of the 
greateſt Princes of: the World : To redeers 
zheir injuſtices by deeds of mercy, and to 
Blot. out their. fins by alms. Let us endea- 
vour to make Great men underſtand that 
God beſtows neither Greatneſs. nor Power 
on them to live in pleaſure and delicacies ; 
that their being rais*d tro Offices obliges 
them more ſtrictly to be watchful and la- | 
Þorious ; that. they have no Power. and | 
Authority . but- to afftiſt- more powerfully 
him that is weak, and deliver him from 
the oppreſlion of. the ſtrong. Let us put 
them in mind that they are not great in 
the {fight of. God, but in as much as they 
_ are beneficial and helpful to. their Neigh- 

hours; that the luſtre of temporal TO, 
| and. 


has. no exception. of 
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marks of- their Servitude, and continual ' | 
remetmbrances of their Duties ; That Dig- 
nities ougkt-to have-no lace in- Chiiſta- 

nity, but more to ſet * the Chriſtian ; 
That the Great ones can pretend to Heaven 
only by their Alms, for they are ſcarce ca- 
cable of-any other good ; That-God, who 
perfons,. as the Scri- 
pture ſays, will have no reſpect to their 
Quality; but only to their:good works and 
their Charity, when they 7 appear be- 
fore his Throne. This is what may 1n ſhort - 
beſaid of the praftice of this Vertue,whole - 
extent 13 beyond. meaſitre ; But it .1s- not 
ſufficient to know how-tt ought to be:pra- 

Qiſed, unleſs we alſo know what method 
to obſerve in the praQtice of its. 
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Tf "TY orter - Chriſtian - Charity 
ought-to be prathiſed.. . F 


A +S the whole: verfetion of Chriſta 
XA nity may be faid to-confiſt in-Cha- 
rity, ſo'this Vertue ought-ro be* the: mol; 
regulated of all Chriſtian Vertues, becauſe 
this. as. the. Rule! of all the Duties of 'a 
F:3+ Chriltian.... 


F to Charity, as order.: But there's nothing 
- "more dithicult. then. preciſely to eſtabliſh 
L that order wherein Charity ought to be 
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Pract 599. For. beſides that every one, -in 
'The exerciſe of Chriſtian Vertue, frames 
Tveral Principles to. himſelf according to. 
1s own fancy, or reaſon ; and that thence 
'comes the great diverſity of ways we meet 
with in a ſpiritual” Life : Charity beſides - 
of her ſelf, in the extent of he Giver: ne- 
cefiities of our Neighbour, obliges a Chr: 
Tran toſo many different Duties, that 'ris . 
difficult-to give any exactRule for diftiny 
guſhing them juſtly. "This Vertue be-. 
comes raſh and indiſcreet if not govern'd 
by Prudence : and” Charity without this 
radence,” which is her principal guide, is 
not a true 'Charity. The more fervent 
the. Zeal is, and the more active the-Cha- 
rity, the more ſhe needs this ſcience, 
which knows; ſays St: Pani, How to huſ-. 
band its heat, . *Tis for this reaſon that 
the Spouſe inthe Canticles. gives thanks to 
her Bridegroom ; becauſe he had regulated : 
zn. her the Duties of  Charity., Let us then- 
ſeek out this Rule ſo neceflary to this Ver- 
tye, to diſtinguiſh us obligatipns ; and let- 
us Examine the order .wherein it muſt be 
practiſed: thay; fo the_effential Duties. 
os 7 —o 
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| of Chriſtuanity. © © 
may- not be confounded with thoſe thar: 
are not. 2 
The firſt draught ofthis order.ought to 
| be taken. from the Goſpel, wherein our - 

Saviour himſelt: has.laid the model by his . 
| own Example : when he forbad his Diſci- 

| 

ki 

| 

| 

| 


ples to go Preach to 'the Samaritans and 
Gentiles, till they. .had Preach'd firſt to the - 
Jews; and..when he refuſed that help the 
Cananean Woman (S. Matthew ſpeaks. of) - 
| begg*d of him, becauſe ſhe was a ſtranger, 
and he would. reſerve his favours. for his . 
| own People, like a Paſtor who minds only - 
his own Flock. The Apoſtles did the fame: - 
there appears a diſtinction in their carriage. 
| They Preach'd not. to the Gentiles, till the - 
| Jews had refuſed to hear them, according 

| as their Maſter-had order'd them: and not- 
withſtanding the greatneſs of. St. Paub's . 
zeal to announce Fw Chrift to the whole 
World, yet all the motions of that zeal © 
were regulated : He goes not indifferently - 
to all the World ; his firſt care was of the - 
Jews, whereeyer he. found any of themin - 
all his Voyages,. and he minded not the 
Converſion of the Heathens, till. he had 
| try'd in vain all ways to gain. thoſe People - 
| whence he ſprang. 

This conduct remarks ta us in general” 
| that there. are diſtinctions to, be Fnde.29 | 
rae... 
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the praQtice of Charity ; wherethree Dif. 
ficulties may: be found. The Firſt is to-+ 
know what fide to take, when the intereſt 
of God and our Neighbour-.come. toge-- - 
ther. The Second is to ſeparate our own - 
intereſts from our Netghbours. The Third . 
i inthe different intereſts of- our Nergh-- 
bour to know- which- to prefer before the - 
ather. Behold , merhinks the order -thar - 
harity preſcribes intheſe encounters, and” 
the Rules that may be-given of it, . . 
The Firſt Rule, which regards the order - 
to be obſerv*d in the Aﬀairs that concern- 
_ the mtereſtof God and-our Neighbour to | 
carry our-ſelves duly between one and the . 
other, 1s of greateſt importance ina ſpiri--- 
tual Life. . 'The concurrence of theſe two 
intereſts is often very prejudicial to the zeal . 
of Charity when not back*d with ſcience : - 
for oftentimes we inconfiderately . forſake.- 
our Neighbour, when we ought to leave. 
God ; and. we leave God, when we ought.; 
to forſake our Neighbour. - See then how -- 
St. Auguſtine adviſes us to deport our . 
ſelves :. The obligation-(fays he ) to:love-- 
God," in the order of the Precept; ought to © 
pnecede” the obligation to love our Neigh»-. 
bonr ; but God will have ms, inthe execus. 
#500, prefer our HEE before him. In- 
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ect, 1725.08 reaſonable. ( lays this great © | 7 
Saint) ; 
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, of Chriſtianity. oy 
Saint) that God, 2ho w# the Maſter and 
| ordains all things, ſhould put himſelf after 
our Neighbour inthe order of Love ; This 
7 35 the Firſt Command he gave Man, Thor 
\ ſhalt love the Lord thy God, andthou Fhalt 
| love him withal thy heart. But this ſame 
| _ God, though he be Maſter, yet when our 
Neighbours good comes in queſtion , re- 
mits ſomething of his own right as to 1ts 
execution. It any coldneſs has paſſed be- 
tween us and our Brethren, wherein our 
Union may be wounded, and we areat the 
foot of his Altars to render God the Ho- 
mage due unto him : He then commands 
us to interrupt his Worſhip , and ſuſpend 
the moſt holy and: auguſt Ceremonies of 
Religion ; to defer till another time the 
Honors of the Sacrifice we were about to 
pay him, and firſt go and. reconcile our 
ſelves to our Neighbour. Let them quit, 
ſays he, the Worfhip they are rendring to 
me, and the Sacrifice they are offering up; 
becauſe the Union among Brethren 1s the . 
moſt-agreeable Sacrifice they can offer un- 
to me. Hedo's even conſent: that to-help 
the Poor 1n their greateſt miſeries we ſhould 
disfurniſh his very Altars of their.outward 
Ornaments, which are only of uſe tomove 
| the groſs Devotion of carnal People, as 
7 $1. Bernard fays; who candemns the.va-. 
= acy 
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nity of thoſe that enrich} the 'Temples of 
Ged, and abandon the Poor. 

What folly (fays he) is it to leave the 
Children of the Church naked, and: to 
adorn the Walls ſo magnificently with: 
Tapeſtries and other more precious Orna- 

ments ? *Tis true, the Church may admit 

Ornaments in her abundance and proſpe- 

rity : But God commands her to relieve 
the Poor, who are her Children, when in 

neceſſity and publick muſeries; becauſe her 

Treaſures and Riches would only ſerve to 

ſhame her, if the Poor were not ſuccour'd: 
therewith. This Rule will appear of a 

very large extent, to ſuch as take pains to 

conſider it ; and the practice of it will be 
found of 'much uſe, when apply'd to the 
ſeveral occafionsthat may offer themſelves. 

But fince God: through his ſrgnal good- 

neſs will haye us to love our Neighbour 

for the love of him: *tis but juſt we ſhould 
fo govern this love, that if exteriourly we 


» 


give our charitable help to our Brethren; . 
at leaſt the intention of our heart, and ſim- 
ple delign of our ſpirit, be allfor God: 
"hat ve owe our Friend in God, and our © 
Enemy for the love of God, which # the. 
xight prattice of Charity, as St. Gregory 
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-of to diſtingmſh every ones perſonal in- 
tereſts from thoſe-of his Neighbour, to de. 
-cide what of right belongs to each. The 
Rule 1have ſettled may ſerve for thatpur- 
poſe. For if God himſelf do's often yield 
his right where our Neighbour ts con» 
cern'd, I have the greater reaſon to yield 
up mine on the like occaſions. But becauſe 
this Rule 1s not general, but limited to cer- 
tain Conjuntures, we mult ſeek for ano- 
ther more univerſal. The Goſpel com- 
mands. me to treat my Neighbour as my 
ſelf, ſince he ought to be as (dear to me as 
my ſelf; but it do's net -command me to 
yield to him when our intereſts ſhock one 
another ; And in other reſpects theres a 
natural equity which teaches me to keep 
my own, by inſtrutting meto diſcharge 
my ſelf of what belongsnot tome.” There 
are . likewiſe -certain intereſts of Honor 
which I ought to defend againſt my 
Neighbour who would diſhonor me : be- 
cauſe Honor 1s a Depofitum God has n= 
truſted to me,which ought to be as dear te 
me as that of my life;and becauſe he would 
ſcandalize the World by diſhonoring 
me. Butare there any occafions wherein I 
am oblig*d toabandon mine own intereſts, 
and facrifice them to my Netghbour to de- 


| fend his Reputation by renouncing my 


own, and to die to ſaye his life? "T's 
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ral being of an inferior order to ſpiritual, 


concern'd, which is a ſpiritual intereſt, one 
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Tis evident; that. Goods'purely tempe> 


when the ſalvation of our Neighbour is 


1s oblig'd to. abandon his temporal ; -be- 
cauſe the ſalvation -of ones Soul 1s prefer- 
able to all the Goods of rhe Earth, whick 


_ are periſhable and corruptible. Thus nei- | 


ther Honor nor Wealth ought to be va- 
lued when the ſalvation of a Soul is in 
queſtion. Now 'tis certain, that a Chriſtt- 


 anis oblig'd, by the Maxims of that Re- 


igion he profeſſes, to relieve his Neigh- 
bour in an extream neceſlity of life, which 
1 2 temporal good, not only out of his own 
ſuperfluities, but even what 1s neceſſary for 
himſelf. Chriſtian perfe&tion goes yet far- 
ther, teaching a Chriſtian that he ought 
not only to be fevere to himſelf, in tender- 
neſs and compaſſion to his. Brother, and {/ 
deprive himſelf to accommodate him of 
what 1s commodzous and neceflary to him- 
ſelf, buteven to give his liberty, his honor 
and life, to preſerve the life, honor and li- 
berty of -his Neighbour. In fine, he ought 
to do that for him, which the Saviour of 
the World did for us: for how many 
have there been, that have imitated Feſzs 
Chriſt 1n the practice of ſo generous, fo 
pure, and fo dilicterefled a Charity ? But 
theſe 
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6r 
theſe are the' wonders of Chriſtian Mora» 
licy, and. greateſt Miracles of our Holy. 
Religion. Theſe Examples are rather to. 
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| be admired, then Rules to! be.indiſpenſably 
| followed, and. Duties of obligation to be. 


practiſed. | J 

The Third Rule 1s, the.order that ought 
to be- obſery'd: in the different intereſts of 
our i Neighbour ; that fo. the, impulſes - of 
Charity-may be followed. without. nuſta« 
king, and that in two,wants, either of the 


ſame or a different nature, we may know: 


which to prefer. In the order of temporal 
oo0ds Charity always flies to aſliſt the more 
urgent wants : for.'amonglt the afflided, 
ſhe runs'to.him that! ſuffers moſt ; and ſhe 
leaves him:again if. his wants be but. tem- 
poral, to affiſt him that is in manifeſt dan- 
ger of his ſalvation. Such was heretofore 
the conduct of the Apoſtles, who in the 
infancy of the Church abandon'd the care 
of temporal neceſſities to attend to ſpiri- 
rual; in quitting the diſtribution of Alms 
to be vacant to preaching the Word of 
God: becauſe they. eſteemed the nouriſh- 
ment of the Soul more important then that 
of the Body. So the care a Chriſtian rakes 
to teach and inſtruct a poor body is more 
meritorious before God, then what is be- 
ſtowed to deliver him from miſery ; So the 

G Alms 
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Alms given to convert people to Jeſu# 
Chriſt are far preciouſer, then thoſe which 


who go to preach the- Word of God to 
Infidels in the remoteſt Countries, are of 
far more value, then the Treaſures thar 
are ſent thither. The ſoveraign perfection 


of Chriſtian Charity is the fervent zeal of 


theſe holy Followers of the Apoſtles, who 
quit all, to ſeek in the moſt ſalvage and 
barbarous Climates the ſtray Sheep, and 
ro fatisfhe the thirſt and hunger they have 
for the ſalvation of -ſo many abandon'd 
people, to make them know-Feſ#s Chriſt, 
and to bring them back to his Flock. 


In theſe concurrences cf wants, Charity 


ought to diſpoſe of her help, according to 
"he different degrees of neceſſities ſhe finds. 
Bur when the want is equal in twodifterent 
perſons, It 1s, fays St. Auguſtine, either 
Proximny of Bloud, or Alltance,or Friend- 


ſhip or Neighbourhood, or Society, or - 
Country, or the Conſtderations of other. 


Ties that muſt regulate the preference of 
alliftance due to one rather then to ano- 
ther. For although Feſzs Chriſt be come 


into the World to make, by the Sword of 


Chriſtianity , diviſion betwixt the Fleſh 
and the Spurit : yet he is not cometo de- 
ſtroy 


are given for their ſubſiſtance ; and the 
ſweats, pains and fatigues'of the Miſſioners 
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ſtroy the Duties of Bloud, and to diſpenee 

with a Chriſtian for what he ows his Re- 
-Jations; becauſe theſe Duties are grounded 
on Equity, which 1s their principal foun- 
dation. "T'hus, what we owe to our Kindred 
1s of a more {triCt obligation , then that 
which is due to an unknown Perſon and a 
Stranger : So a Paſtor 1s more oblig*d to 
his Flock, a Superior to thoſe whom 
God has put under him, a Prince to his 
own Subjects, then to all others ; and in 
the order of Chriſtian Charity a Friend 
ought to be more dear then one unknown, 

a Domeſtick then a Stranger, and a Chri- 
{tian then an Infidel ; and when they are 

| both equally in need, you are oblig'd to 

| help the one before the other. This Mo- 

rality is founded on Juſtice and Reaſon, 

which orders it thus; and-on the conduct 

of .our Lord; who carried himſelf after 

| this manner between the Jews and Gen- 

| tiles. St. Paul thus inſtructs Chriſtians,, 

St. Thomas and all Cathohck Divines are: 

of this opinion : For the reſt, when the- 

| Rules I have eſtabliſh'd are duly confider- 

' _ ed,*twill be found that our Soul, being our 

Neighbour a thouſand times more intimate: | 

then our deareſt Friends or our neareſt Re- 

| lanons, our firſt obligation 1s to exerciſe 

| Charuy towards her ; which we cannot ce 
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-aswe ought, but. by nilearintls pherper- 
ection preferably aboveall 5964 Fort 
we neglect her, hs will rake care of her ? 
And it we give all-butour ſelves to God, 1s | 
_ i\not tharto keepour felves the better ſhare! »- 
:becauſe 'God will have us our felyes, and 
not what-is ours : as St. ferome ſays. - 
The concluſion of this Diſcourſe is, that 
.extream neceflity 1n temporals, and the fal- 
vation of a Soul in ſpirituals, ought to- 
have preference in the ſtricteſt obligations | 
of a Chriltian.. So that the moſtlaudable | 
.and holy of all Charities is to '/provide 
-for pitta! wants ; as'to procure afliſt- 
-ance for People who are in a deep igno- 
rance of all things relating to their falva- 
tion, :and without help : But in afliſting 
Aliens and Salvages, muſt thoſe be for- 
gotren' that live in the midſt of us, and are 
an the fame wants? can we hearken to. 
what's told us of the miſeries of Perſons 
of another World, as one may fay, with-. | 
out beholding what we daily ſee amongſt | 
hoſe we know ? It'1s this obliges me to. | 
nepeat, what I have already {a1d, and which 
is ſo important that it cannot-be too often | 
Tepeated : 'That the greateſt Zeal requires | 
the greateſt Knowledge : Thar if 'Chri- | 
FK1an Prudence ought ro be animated by | 
Charity, Charity ought to be govern'd by | 


Prudence ;. | 


ESL DIEM 


Prudence ; and juſtly to diſcern. the order; 
wherein Charity ought to be practiſed, 
nothing more. needs to be recommended to- 
a Chriſtian, rhen. what the Apollle recom»- 
| mended to thoſe of the City of Philippz,. 
| to whom he Preach'd this Vertue,. That: 
their Charity may more and more abound' 
in knowledge and in all worn ll 
To be neither indiſcreet,nor raſh ; becauſe 
the greateſt defe&t in Charity 3 is want of 
lighr, which. renders this Vertue ſubje$ to- 
\ an infinity of Illuſions. But ntirely to- 
|  puriheits practice, *ris beſt to diſcover the: 


Illuſions, that ſo they. may be diflipated.. 
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CHAP: V. 


Of the ſeveral Illuſions towhich the 
Prattice of, Chatity,is ſubject, 


S; L Chriſtian Vertues-are. in- their 

Practice ſubject ro Illufions,through 
a Falſe Princights every.one eſtabliſhes to 
himſelf in the. exerciſe of. Picty: ;, Some» 
times out of conceitedneſs, and oftneſt out 
of weakneſs and ignorance.. But- after all, 
there. is none. of them more ſubject to. this 
then Charity. For.as this Vertue.has much 


| luſtre, , tis pretended to upon. very, many . 
| | G:, 3; oscalt-. 
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ccafions ; chiefly when we think to-fuirn. 
prize and dazle'Men, 2s is uſual enough - 
And tis not to be wonder'd at if the ſpi- 
rit of diflimulation, creeps into the exerciſe. 
of this Vertue, which is the moſt pure and. | 
fincere of all others ; ſince the- corruption. | 
of this Age has ſo powerfully authoriſed all. | 
Artifices and Diſguiſes : In-eftect Self-love, 
which always ſecks ts own intereſt by ſo. 
many windings about, cannot better con- 
geal-it ſelf then under- the veil of Cha-. 
nity. Tt 1s through this Artifce it ſcrupu-. 
ouſly ſticks to the Duties of Good-man-. 
ners, to excuſe it ſelf from effential Du- 
mies.; It ſeeks conſpicuous Charities to a- 
yoid obſcure ones ; *Tis zealous where. | 
there ſhould be no'zeal, and remiſs where A 
| 
{ 
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there ſhould be. Thus the falſly Charita-. 
Mle is uneaſte to his own Domeſticks whilſt 
he is civil and officious to. Strangers ; he. 
grounds a tranquility and ſatisfaction. on: 
the- ſtate of his. own pretended perfe- 

Gon; and'is only, froward and diſquieted: 
at. others. perfeCtions ; he 1s perpetually 

praiſing» Chriſtianity, and quits nothing-of- 
his own Rights ; He gives Alms, and pays: 
not:hisDebtrs.; He maliciouſly praiſes falſe | 
V.ertues,, ro take occaſion to. authorize - 
real Vices ; He jaſtifies.his own ill Con--. 
duct. anly DY; cenſurin =4< that: of: others ; : 
ARK; 
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_ and ſcattering Flowers: over all. he would: 
poiſon, he- wounds the Reputation of. 
every one, under the decentfal veil of 
charitable and reſpeAtful Words. Burt 
to diſcoyer methodically all the Illuſions, 
wherewith the Spirit of Charity 1is-ſo often. 
perverted,. I reduce them to certain Heads, 
which are as-1t were their Sources. 
- Natural Aﬀe&ion'*-is the Firſt ,. and: 
_ withal the molt ordinary Hluſion which: 
creeps into the Spirit of Charity : One 
foves his Neighbour ?tis true, but*tis-only: 
for the good qualiies-which render. hint; 
amiable; one looks on-him, but on the- 
moſt agreeable fide, and where he 15 moſt- 
pleaſing: Tt is the wit, quality, *humousr- 
and diſpoſition one conſiders ;_and theten-- 
derer one 1s to all theſe Conſiderations of - 
Fleſh and Bloud, the more inſenfible he 1s- 
to all thoſe of Vertue and Grace. bee. 
lieves. *tis loving his Neighbour as he: 
 euehr, and living charitably with him, to. 
fpeak nothing vexatiousto'any. one, to be- 
very regardful and wary'of every ones/In-- 
tereſts. in particular ;. to do very; general: 
Civilitzes to all the World by outward de= 
monſtrations of Friendſhip, which all in re=- 
ality fiynifie nothing : This 1s:to prophane- 
the ſacred Nameof: Charity, to give it un-- 
to.actions which: are. often the: ——_— 
a:dee 
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a deprav*d: Inclination, and the effefts of 
a habit meerly to' follow ones 'Humour. 
So that to give Alms out of a natural pity, 
to be officious and obliging for humane 
reſpects to love his Eriends, his. Relations, 
and. Family, becauſe good Breeding en» | 
Joyns to live well with all the World this 
1s but the Charity. of. a Pagan. The Pa- 
rans love thoſe that. love'them, conſider 
thoſe that conſider them,. and carry it fair 
with thoſe that do fo with them. *Tis, if 
you will, Civility, Good-manners, Incli- 
nation, Complacence, Policy, and Pru- 
dence, but.it 1s not. Charity at all ; Its to 
have too low a conceit of. ſo great. a Vers 
tue, to give ſoholy a Name to that which 
15.but humane and natural.. Chriſtian Cha- 
rity; knows not the meaning of all theſe Dt= 
ſtinftions, and theſe unjuſt preferrings of 
one before another, which the prudence 
of the Fleſh makes : becauſe a Chriſtian 
equally conſiders. Feſzs Chriſt 1n all his 
Brethren, whom he. never. lookson with | 
an eye purely humane ; Faith teaches him | 
that this ignorant Man he inſtrufts, this | 
miſerable Wretch he ſuccours, this poor 
Man to whom he pives Bread, is Teſs 
Chriſt, who 1s in the Perſon of .the Neceſli- 
tous,. a8 2 Prince 1s in, the. Perſon of his 
Ambalilador. _ Sp. that.the more one finds 
| himſel, 
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himſelf naturally inclin'd to Compadſſion,. 
the morehe onght to ſtand upon his guard 
-not to practiſe Chariy fo much out of 
humanity : for as the Apoſtle ſays, he ex- 

poſes himſelf to reap only a carnal har- 
veſt, when he do's not ſow in purity of ſpi- 
Tit ; And 1t 18 but a miſtaken Chriſtianity 
that is founded upon the Principles of fo- 
"humane and-worldly a Charity. 

'T he Second Illufion 1s of Pride, which, 
| by a fecret preſumption, and upon the: 
foundation of a very frivolous merit, pla- 
.ces all the perfection of Man in a'vain: 
'Charty. Iris upon this-ground the Pha- 
'riſee in the Gofpel ſer himſelf above others, 
| whioſe carriage 'he'reprehended:; beexuſe- 
'he: gave great Alms. And although this Il- 
fron. may not be common, yet many 
'Chriſtiansare found ſubject to it ; and who. 
"upon the Maxtms of a deprav*d Morality 
"vive hberally their Goods to the Poor; 
without forſaking the ſpirit of Injuſtice 
by which they pofleſs them ; Their hands 
are open to Mercy, andtheir hearts ſhut to: 
Equity ; They are Envious, Detractors, 
and Calummators ,, upon that miſunder- 
food Principle, That Charity blots out 
'all iniquities, and that it 1s ſufficient ro be 
a good Man to be compaſſionate of the 
muſeries of our Neighbour, "They "x 
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the out-{jde wnh '' works of ſuperficial 
Charity, and leave all diforder and corru- 
- ption within : And what elſe 15 this, ſays 
St. Gregory, but to give ones Goods to his 
= ' Neighbour and his Soul up to Sin; To 
z ſacrifice his Riches to God, and himſelf to 
the Devil? They even carry. this 1llufion 
- much farther. For there are of thoſe. falſly | 
charitable. Perſons whoſe Soul is fo per- 
verted, that to do theſe Works of Mercy 
which are proper to blot out their Sins,they 
commit new ones to have wherewithal to | 
da Works of Mercy. They offer toGod, 
what they have taken. from: Men ; and 
frame to themſelves an extravagant De- {| 
votion to give in Charity what by v1o- | 
lence they have forc'd from others. How | 
great a Fallacy, to believe that the bitter 
and enyenom'd root of [njuſtice, 1s able te 
produce the ſweet and lovely fruit of Cha- 
rity ! for He, ſays: the Scripture, that of- 
fers ſacrifice of poor mens ſubſtance, is as 
be that ſacrificeth the ſon in the preſence 
of hs father. We muſt inutate Zachers, 
to practiſe Charity:as me.ought : He be- | 
gan by reſtoring what he had taken, to | 
give the remainder to the Poor. In this | 
manner Chriſtian Charity. is neuher. pre 
ſumptuous nor unjuſt; and ſhe is always 
without Violence, for ſhe is never without ' 
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The 'Third Illuſion is Covetouſneſs, 
which out of. a narrownelſs of heart and 
miſerableneſs ſeeks falſe reaſons, of Fami- 
ly, Children, Parcimony and good Hul- 
bandry, to authorize this falſe Prudence 
in Men not to diſpoſſeſs themſelves of their 
Goods by giving them to the Poor. Bur 
Ir is a diſtruſt fit for Pagans to fear falling 
into want by giving, in the Perſon of the 
Needy,to a God whoſe riches are inexhau- 
ſhble: for He that ſhall give to the poor 
ſhall never want the goods of the earth : 
as holy Scripture ſays. Alms, ſays S. Paul, 
1s a Seed whence cannot be reap*d but a 
| very great Harveſt. And as the Husband- 
man when he ſows much, reaps much ; 
So the faithful ſhall reap a plentiful Har-_ 
veſt when they have given great Alms. 
The fulneſs of the Charity of a Chriſtian 
ſhall make the fulneſs of his Recompence. 
Bur theſe are "Truths the avaritious Man 
do's not comprehend, through the ſhame- 
ful 6£xedneſs he has to the Goods of this 
World : He hoards up his Bonds and 
Money carefully in the bottom of his 
Cheſts, whilſt he perſwades others to be 
Charitable : He ſtrains for poor Pretenees 
for his not giving when he 1s ask*d : He 
remits to his Councal all Propoſitions made 
him for Charity, to authorize his —_— 

. | an 
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and refuſe more al what he; 1s 
ny iling to grant- He. do's 2h he-can tor 
excuſe; bes giving,. and never gives butin. 
hope of receiving: His Charity is| ameer! 
Traffick : He. hy ſtrongly blinds himſelf | 
even in- his preſumption, that he makes a 
falſe vertue. of his conduct: He ſays-with 
a-haughty..and diſdainful ayre, I haye no 
Goods. of another, bodies,.nay. I do not de- 
fireany; I make uſe of whatGodhas given 
me, NG he has only -beſtow'd, it on:me.- 
for. my uſe. 'This was heretofore; the Iltlu- 
fion of that unhappy rich Man, who de- 
ny'd himſelf nothing that- he liked, His: 
Expence was magmticent at his Table, in: 
his, T rainy. 1n; his - Cloaths, and his whole - 
Family bore the marks of his Vanity and- 
Pride: whilſt Lazaro dy'd with hunger 
at his Dore. *T'1s likewiſe the moſt com- 
man Illuſion of Great Men, that their li- 
centiouſneſs makes them covetous and in- 
ſenſible of - the . miſeries of the. afflicted. 
"They waſte their Eſtates protuſely-in cri- 
eg Expences, and refuſe a poor. Man a 
* bitof Bread ; So that out of a mean. Self- | 
iſhneſs they extravagantly ſquander away \ 
thoſe Goods wherewuh God had intruſted ; | 
them to diſtribute. Hereunto may. be ad- 
ded the miſtake of thoſe mercileſs People, 


Who | We no Alms.but with an ill will and 1 
grum- 


grumbling : It 1s not to the Poor they give, 
it is totheir importumities, and tothe vexa- 
tion they feel in being preſſed by them. 
Hence they follow their own humour ; not 
practiſe Charity. *T's fruitleſly they give, 
becauſe they give without any fellow- 
feeling : $0 as they experience not the 
ſweetneſs which joys his heart that practi- 
ſes Charity ; but when -one 1s fully per- 
ſwaded that the Poor repreſent the Perſon 
of Teſts Chriſ#, he is always touch'd with 
their miſcries, and never fock'd with bee 
ing 1mportun'd. 3 EEE 

T:he Fourth 15s a deceitful Tiendernefs, 
perpetually ſubject to make it ones own 
caſe. T'his Ulufion is common to certain 
Perſons too ſeniible of Nature, who have 
no tenderneſs totheir Neighbour but out 
of tenderneſs to themſelves : And duly 
examining the-ground of rheir pity, they 
are -not compailionate of others miſeries 
but our of a weakneſs of mind which 
makes them fear the like. They do nor 
eommonly-reguard theirNeighbour but by 
the reſemblance ro themſelves. They are 
not ſenſible of others Misfortunes , but 
through the apprehenſion [they have of 
the condition of their own Nature, expos'd 
to ſo many accidents and miſeries. They 
Perceive not this altogether as -1t 15: Ir 1s 
: H an 
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an almoſt imperceptible: 1luſfion of Self- 
Jove ; and though it ſeldom happens, it 
ſuffices that it may happen, to oblige a 
Chriſtian ro make ſome reflection on it, 
and to difintangle himſelf from thoſe ſo 
humane and ſelf-intereſted tenderneſles. 
Chriſtian Charity 1s of too pure anature to 
ſuffer them ;- And *tis not to be ſincerely 
and Chriſtian-hike Charitable to be fo 
only out of humour and a mecr natural 
motive. 

The Fifth is a falſe Zeal of Religion 
and Piety, out of which they pretend to 
reprehend the good actions of others, and 


find ſometuing to ſay againſt all : like the | 


Phariſees of whom St. Luke ſpeaks ; who 
were ſcandaliz'd at Feſws Chriſ# curing a 
ſick Man preſented to him, becauſe *rwas 
on a Feſtival Day ; And like that Apo- 
Mate Diſciple who was troubled at the Piery 
of that holy Woman who pour'd out molt 
precious Quntment on our Saviours Feet, 
pretending it might have been ſold for the 
relief of the Poor. This likewiſe is a moſt 
ordinary 11lufton of a falſe Devotion, which 
often faxes it ſelf to exterior Ceremonies, 
and neglects the moſt efſential Duties of 
Charity;and on certain occaſions tranſgrel- 
{es the moſt ſacred Laws, to ſuſtain indil- 
creetly pretended Formalities, It is by this 

Fo i Spirit 
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Spirit Men preſcribe to others what they 
do not obſerve themſelves ; that they make: 
| continual reflections on their Neighbours 
/ conduct, and mind not their own; thar 
they are clear-{ighted to the leaſt defects 
of others, and perceive not their own dif- 
orders ; that they take upon them to give 
advice to all the World, and ſmother the 
dictates of their. own Conſcience. *Tis 
' an adheſion to their own fence, and a 
| miſtaken Zeal which often reigns amongſt 
the Churchmen themſelves ; [They men- 
tion nothing but their Power, they talk of 
nothing but their Character, and alledge 
nothing but their Authority ; "They be- 
lieve *rwere diſhonouring. their Function | 
| to accommodate themſelves charitably to 
' the weakneſs of thoſe whom God has 
| put under their Charge, and that *tis re- 
miſneſs to be condeſcending : Thus they 
are all fire to make: therr Ordinances be 
| obſery'd, but cool and indifferent for thoſe: 
| of the Goſpel. They know: all the Regu- 
' lations that lead to deſtruction, but do not 
ſo much as know thoſe that lead ro edih- 
cation ; and under pretence to eſtabliſh the 
Diſcipline of the: ancient Canons, they 
abandon oftentimes the true-Spirit of the 
Church, which is a Conduct of ſweetneſs 


! and condeſcendency. Behold in general the 
H 2 Spurit: 


76 
Spirit of falſe Zeal which fupports it ſelf 
ordinarily by the bare appearanceof Ver- 
true! from the falſe : For true Vertue is 
edifhed with every thing, and the falfe 
takes ſcandal at all : and as there is no re- 
putation that do's not appear pure to the 
one ; fo there 1s no carriage, let it be ne- 


ver ſo. irreproachable, but appears de- 


feQive to the other. 

- 'Fhe: Sixth 1s Envy, which cannot be- 
hold without trouble the advantage of on's 
Neighbour ; for ſhe finds her humiliation 
mm the ſheceſs and proſperity of others. 
And it ſometimes the Envious has ſuffhici- 
ent moderation , | not to-ptetend by indi- 
rectmeans to the:good f his Brother : yer 
has he not: fo much as to hear; without 
emotion the noiſe- his 'Reputdtion makes 
in the world ; He endures his Ne1ghbours 
good Fortune, but cannot bear the repute 
of it. This poiſon, as groſs-as it 1s, flips 
ſometumes into the Soul of fuch as profeſs 
Vertue. 'There are good People, and of a 
very holy Converſation, who like the La- 
bourers in the Goſpel, after having been 
faithful-tro-their Miniſtry , 1n the exerciſe 
of Charity, permit themſefves to be poi- 
fon'd with Jealoufie : they cannot endure 
 New-comers ſhould ſhare the publick 


Eſteem. | 


ac it" 16 always caſe to diſtinguiſh the 
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{| Efteemwith them.. This 1s a weakneſs un- 
worthy a- Miniſter of Jeſ#s Chriſt ; bes 
cauſe in following ſo miſerable a Condu&t; 
| They often conſummate with the fleſh, ag 
the Apoſtle ſays; 2vhat they began with: 
the ſpirit, T4208 
The Seventh is the Wiſdom and Spirit 
of the World. It 1s by this Spirit ſo- op-- 
polite to that of Fefws Chrif,. that People: 
| make profeſſion of. Charity , to-get ac- 
' quainted: with: Perſons of Conſideration ;;: 
\ and deal-in good Works, that they may 
have occaſion to- deal with. thoſe who do 
them-: By this means they inſinuate them- 
ſelves into- their Eſteems,, gain. Credit, 
make Friends, and do their own Buſineſs: 
by acting: for other Folks. 'Fhe ſmall 
Alms which get them admittance into this: 
Society of Charity, help ſometimes to come 
| pals their ſecret deſigns of making their 
| Fortunes. This may.ſerve, if for nothing: 
elſe, at leaſt to conceal their Humour, .and- 
diſguiſe their Character towards compaſ- 
{ng their Ends : By this means they grve 
themſelves out for what they are not, ”and- 
may paſs for- good Men withour, being 
| concern'd whether they are ſo or no; 
| This 38 all their ſtudy, and they guide all 
| * their Actions by the Maxims of rhis Pha- 
| raſtical Charity, which is only, animated by 
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the Spirit of the World and Wiſdom of 
the Fleſh. *Tis by the Maxims of this 
falſe Charity and a chimencal 'Zeal, thar 
under pretext of doing more good they | 
Aſpire to. Places they have- not, and omit 
the good they could do in the Place they. 
are in. Nay they artificially endeavour | 
their own Advancement. in a more effica= | 
cious way, while they ſeem to: relie on 
Providence ; and quietly expect: from 
God whatin reality they meanto-get only 
by the ſecret Intrigues of Men. Thus 
they change the'Principles of Chriſtianity; 
into thoſe of carnal Morality. I in ap- 
pearance they have any moderation to- 
wards.their Neighbours, it is only the bet- 
ter to ack a conceald Vanity wherewith 
ſecretly they fatisfie themſelyes : If they 
pardon an Injury, it 1s to expect a better | 
opportunity of Revenge : If they do good, || 
2t 15 out. of hopes of a Return. All is re- || 
duced to the Maxims of this humane Wiſs | 
dom, ſo oppoltte to. the Wiſdom of the 
Goſpel. And as by theſe ways (which-tend 
to God only in appearance). they go far- 
ther froz1 him ; they wilfully blind them. | 
ſelves in their Errors, to the end not to fee {| 
the diſproportion between what rhey do, 
and what they ought to do. 

The Exghth is Indifcretion, "This _— | 
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the order in which Charity that ought to- 
be laudable and vertuous ſhould be praQti- 
fed, and plays all thoſe irregular "Tricks 
( _  Whichpur this Vertue out of frame, Ir is. 
by this ufton thar after publick DetraQt-. 
ons they make Reparationsof Honor more 
to be fear*d then the DetraCtions them- 
ſelves, and which for the moſt part ſerve. 
but to open again the Wound they pretend: 
to cloſe.. 'Fhrough - this. *tis Men would- 
| fuccour others when they are no longer in 
' a Condition to be afliſted : like the rich 
 _ Glutton, who puts on the Charitable after- 
| his death for the ſalvation of his Brethren, 
whom he would have advertis'd of their 


licentiouſfneſs ; though he had never pra-. 
Qis'd Charity during his life. It is through. 
| this -perverſton of Reaſon ſome give Alms,. 
| andpaynot their Debts ; viſit Priſons,and. 
| mind not their domeſtick Afﬀeairs ; by their: 
| Wills leavethe moſt Chriſtan-like Lega» 
cies in the World at their Deaths, and de- 
ſtroy the Peace and Union of their Family ;. 
refuſe one truly Poor wherewith to draw: 
himout of miſery, and withour diſcretion. 
give a Wanderer and a Vagabond. where-. 
| with to maintain them in their 1dlenefs.. 
They run about the World to Convert. 
People, without thinking to Convert them-- 
| felyes ; and ſometimes loſe themſelves in 
leckmg 


ſeeking. too earneſtly after thoſe that have 
ſtray'd.. To this Illulton may be reduced 
the miſtaken Conduct of thoſe Directors, 
who by indiſcreet Rigors pervert the 
Ways of God in.driving ſometimes Sinners 
from their Confeſſionary. Seats, whom his 
Grace brings thither ; and diſheartning 
the weak, for want of capacity and advice 
to manage them in their weakneſs. I ſay 
nothing of the Indiſcretion of thoſe Wo- 
men who believe themfelves Charitable 
becauſe they do not Real their Nezghbeurs 
Goods, while they rob them of their Ho- 
nor by their Calumnies : 'They care not for 
folks Purſes, but flie at the Reputation of 
all the World.; there's no- ſaving on's ſelf 
from- their Tongues-: they. examine not 
a jot all chat 1s ſaid, to have the more right 


to believe every thing ; and there's none. 


talk'd of diſadvantageouſly, but they are 
preſently perſwaded all that's faid 1s true. In 
fine, it 1s.this Spirit of Indiſcretion that 
breaks all the ordinary meaſures of Charity; 
and takes from it that.diſcernment of know- 
ledge, without which this Vertue becomes it 


ſelf inconſ{iderable: For.ſometimes it accuſes. 


where it ought toexcuſe ; and on other oc- 
ca(ions praiſes where itought to reprehend : 
being thus often ſubject to miſtake through 
Precipitation, and .the lightneſs. of Indifs 


ErEtion,. 'The: 
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| The Ninth 1s the: Spirit of Seyerity : 
for Severity narrows the Heart, and de- 
prives it of that extent of Soul which is 
the chief character of Charity. - *Tis from 
t1sPrinciple ſome believe they ought not 
to indulge any, becauſe they pardon them- 
ſelves nothing ; and think they have a righe 
to be ſevere. to others, becauſe they are.ſo 
to themſelves. S. Catherineof.Siena avows 
ſhe was ſubject tothis faulr in. her firſt fer- 
yors, out of a falſe Vertue ; and the moſt 
yertuous can hardly guard themſelvesfrom 
this weakneſs: for *ris natural for a Man to- 
judge of his Ne1ghbour, when he finds him- 
ſelf more perfect then him. The care one has. 
to: live irreprochably'in'the World, gives a 
pretence of tule to reproch every thing irs 
others : and one eaſily perſwades himſelf 
| he owes none that lenity and indulgence 
which he refuſes to himſelf. If he ſpeaks tis 
roughly, if he gives his advice 'tis ſeverely, 
if he reprehends *tis with 1mpatience and: 
rage. *Tis ever a bitter zeal and moroſe 
ayre, which is ſeldom other then the effect 
of a dark and melancholy humour ; ſcarce 
ever the ſpirit of Charity: In which reſpect 
this Conduct is but a falſe Severity ; for- 
Chriſtian Severity is rigid only to its ſelf, 
and indulgent to others. This too was the. 
fault of the Phariſee, who blam'd all = 
xelt 
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reſt of Mankind, becauſe, Faſting *rwice a 
week,he beliey d himfelF better then them 
all. "Thus *ns that Men are fevere to ther | 
Neighbour when they are fo to them- 
ſelves, that they ſpare none becauſe they 
favour not themſelves, and that they ſpeak 
ill of all the World becauſe they have. a 
ſeverer Morality then others. And thus 
Seycrity becomes a meer Deluſton, if found- | 
ed on any other Principle then Charity. | 
Let us place our Glory then rather in Mo- } 
deration and Charity, then in the auſterity 
of our Morals. For, Should we live only on 
Aſhes, ſays S. Chryſoſtom, if we have not 
indulgence, and love for our Neighbour,this 
eufterity would avail ws nothing : And 
generally Pride , which 1s the ordinary 
| effectof this Spirit of Severity, is ſo great 
an obſtacle to Charity, that men ought to 
ſtand ſo much the more on their guard as 
they find themſelves inclinable to Seve- 
rity. | Vertue her ſelf ought to redouble | 
her Diſtruſts amidſt rhe Applauſes ſhe re. 
ceives ; for ſhe becomes a ſnare as foon as 
the ceaſes to be pure. There 1s nothing | 
fo dangerous as Diſorder back'd with a 
falſe Zeal, as an adheſion ts Error hid 
under the veil of an exemplar Life, and as 
frict Morality with a licentious Belief. 
But uf Severity be oppolite ta Charuy 
when 
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when not founded on Mildneſs ; Mildneſs 
is no leſs contrary on ſeveral occaſions, 
when not ſupported by Severity :. For it 
/ runs intoa ſlackning of Order either by a 
ſoft Indulgence, or by a timorous Con- 
dud. In effet, Clemency is pernicious 
where there needs Rigor, and Silence be- 
comes a fault when one ſhould Speak. 
He prevaricates that holds his Tongue in 
thoſe occaſions where Counſels and Re- 
proofs are abſolutely neceſſary. Judgment 
| and Knowledge, which ought to be the 
two inſeparable companions of Charity, 
will find a middle path between theſe two 
.Extreams, to the edification of our Neigh- 
'  bour, the only Mark that Charity ſhould 
| wat. TJ 
The Tenth is Hypocrifie. This is the 
Illufion of the Phariſees 1n the Goſpel, who 
affect being ſcrupulous about T'rifles, and 
at the bottom have no principle of Since- 
rity or Honeſty. "They humble their Souls 
before God by big-look*d Pennances ; and 
harden their Hearts to the complaints of 
the Affiicted and ſighs of the Poor : They 
cover their Violences and Injuſtice with 
the veil .of Devotion and Piety.- This 1s the 
Diſorder that reigns moſt in this Age,where 
Diſguiſe fits upon the very Altar : Ver- 
ue 18s ſcarce any longer practis'd but to 
gct 


L s 


get Reputation ; Men only ſeek to impoſe 2 
becaufe'they mean buttodazle : They re- 
naunce that»Charity which 1s of obliga- 
tion and commanded-, to practiſe that 
which1s only councelPd ; They reſpect the 
mughty, to inſult over the weak.; They 
haveſhamefulCondeſcendenciesfor Great- 
ones, and nothing but Rigour:and Impe- 
riouſneſs for the Mean ; "Fhey propoſe to 
themſelves imaginary Deſigns of good 
Works impoflible'to be effeSted, and leave 
thoſe that be very eaſte and neceſſary. But 
this Hypocrifie may be difcerned better if 
taken a pieces: T his perſon ſo exteriourly 
moderate, and'who through an artificial 
carriage has the repute of being ſo rea- 
ſonable, 1s a Fury at home ; In publick 
He*s Charitable, and a Backbiter m private; 


bur ſpares none at his ſecret 'Cabals ; He's 
__-affable to thoſe he eſteems , but rude to 
. thoſe hediſreguards; His Devotions are 


as regular as can be, and hewould paſs for . 


-a Saint, if He were not ſo revengeful and 
fo dextrous to fatishe his Reſentments 
' "where the has any Conteſts ; None-ever 
.oftends him without ſmarting for it ; for 
the "never forgives : So that by this his 
affected/Moderation his Life-1sa continual 
AImpoſture, "There are a thouſand other 

Diſguiſes 


14n'\Company he ſpeaks well of every one, 
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 Diſguiſes of Charity which may be zedu- 


> $4 Go A Ne re ie To 8 OR IE CESS db "Ox 0 Sos, BET: Bs Fad D ts f 
Gab en ra; W_ Ee Ee Wot Yes TEN og "ge Ms YR qt EL as 3 on hoe, 
' Y _ n SAT 5 * LEES 58 MF p jE- 58 58s NIL "Oe <Paply 2 TOSS ny, E "545 SG” F ON BOND To (REED Fr Ns , 
SIC * *- Ce Caen Shant Ogre Es Bhs ons: : my $6548 Rk 0 Rs ASL nt RO Bia 2h." pes IG 0 <0 EEO 
. A ; > bp 4 bs : j Ry ” EP F: £ : - BEE £ x re 'T; 2» 2 do LI; > -, b 
+ —_ 4 * - oe Y 4 - 5 
= _ 
- De 
ER 
wo, 
3 - 
- * * 
oe S . bs 
: * » a , =» 
Lf . e 
| , F 
S by hy 4 
« , | 8 
' Be 
oy 
* | = 
a 
£ REDS. > 
; > 4 Ra 
: SH + 
-ns, 
4 
"BY 
«ga 
Preys 
*& 
Fo 
_ 


ced to this, and which are fo much the 
more od1ous 1n the {ight of God, as being 
done under the pretext of Piety.. Vice is al- 
ways criminal; but the moſt criminal of all 
1s that which 1s done under the Coulor and 
Veil of Vertue : for Men lefs ſuffer them- 
ſelves to be corrupted by a bare-fac'd Vice, 
then a maſqued Vertue. Afrter all, *tis in 
vain to diſguiſe on's ſelf : nothing can be 
hid from his {fight that ſearches hearts and 
penetrates to the very bottom of them. 
The Eleventh4s a Spirit of Empire and 


Dominion. "They are willing to ben ar all 


good Works, provided they may Rule, 
Direct and Manage : They make one in 
all Deſigns and Enterprizes of Charity, out 
of the ſweetneſs they feel in Governing 


things with ſome Authority ; and the 
pleaſure there 1s to exerciſe that petty Em- 


pire which expreſſes irs ſelf in the know- 
ledge of their Neighbours wants, and the 
diſtribution of afliſtance given them. They 
meet punctually at Aſſemblies, as ſo many 
favourable occaſions of ſhewing them- 
ſelves ; and give their wealth to new Foun- 
dations to Reign in them. *T's out of 
this ſame Spirit that they thruſt themſelves 
with ſuch zeal into all manner of Afﬀaars ; 


that they are fo carneſt to render them- 
I ſelves 
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{elves neceflary in them; that they love 
Negotating'to "=rihow a Temperament in 
Accommodations and Arbitrations ; tha? 
they charitably concern theraſelves in 
every thing ; that they have a Wait fertile 
enough 4n Expedients to be of Councel 
for all the World.; and that they give fo 
Hberal advice u upon the Conduct of all 
Mankind, For this 1s the Character of the 
Devotion-of thefe Times ; it will be Mi- 
Atreſs and Govern all. *T'is through this 
dame Spirit that Men have no value but 
for the good Works they do themſelves ; 
That they will not aber any good unleſs 
themſelves do it; and that there are ſome 
|. _wWwho:cannot endure either Religion ſhould 
 * bedefendedor Vertue protected, but after 
4 their way, their lights, and their methods : 

*Fhey condemn all elſe be it neverſo good; 
' "They have nor the leaft concern for it, 
Becauſe they have no ſhare in it. They 
ſet up for Direfors without any V ocation 
or Character : for Direction now adays, 
as it ordered, is very comfortable to thoſe 
that Direct ; becauſe they ſpeak with Ay- 
thority, and. find Submiflion every where. 
In ſhort, this Spirit of Command-is be- 
come 1o much the Spirit of this Ape, that 
at 1s Crept in among Perſons conſecrated te 


&e Altars ; ; who take on them in all the 
FuncGions 
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Functions of their Miniſtry a certain ayre- 
of Independence, whilſt they hald the reſt 
of the World in Subjeftion. St: Paul,. 
who had in his hands all the Authority of 
Feſars Chriſt, is an excellent Pattern: for- 
Chriſtian Paſtors : for he never made ufe- 
of all his great Power to deſtroy, but only: 
to edifie. In effectrhis abſolute Authority 
8a Condudt too diſmal and fierce for Chri-- 
fhanity ; ſerving only to make the Yoke: 
of Obedience more burthenſomr , unleſs: 
rempered with Love and Charity. Frue: 
Paſtors do themſelves more honorin being: 
the Fathers of Souls, then their Lords and 
Maſters ; and in loving to Rule their 
Flocks with ſweetneſs and renderneſs, ra=- 
ther then with haughtinels and Com-- 
mands. Tow muſt, fays S. Bernard, Coms- 
mand with humility to Command like a: 
Chriſtian ; And there*s nothing prepares: 
the Hearts of Subjects to Submifhion- like: 
the Charity of thoſe they abey. 

The "Twelfth Illuſton is Scandal and: 
 H-Example. ”T'is through this Huſton: 
Men live diſorderly. whilſt they flatter 
themſelves with fair appearances of a kind- 
of natural Equity, which they would have 
a horror to tranſgreſs: They have at bot- 
tom a zeal for Juſtice, and have none for 
modeſty : They are tender of a Stranger's- 
1: %: lIatereſt, > 


-Entereſt, and ſacrifice the Innocence of a 

Domeſtick, of whom they ſerve themſelves 
in the: ſecrer practices of their Paſſion : 
They are touch'd. with the Misfortunes of 
one unknown whom they ſee oppreſled, 


whom they cauſe to engage in their Re- 
venge. You are not Violent, you are not 
-Unjuſt, you hate Oppreſſion, Cruelty ditf- 
pleaſes you ; in brief you wrong no body : 


Concerns and vicious [ntrigues. You are 
-nice eyento ſcruple, in point of Detracti- 
on; and haveall the affetations of a Pro- 
 -Kitute, to ſeduce Youth that puts it ſelf 

-nto your Hands. How many Diſorders 
bave you cauſed by your Scandals, you 
that have ſo. much averſion for Injuſtice ? 
for your Example is. a Poiſon that kills 
him who ſees it. Bur what 1s become of 
the Modeſty of Chriſtian Ladies in an Age, 
where nothing 1s talk*d of bur Reforma- 
tion and Devotion ? Was there ever ſeen 
{9 great a licentiouſneſs in Manners as 
now adays ? Women, beſides the indecen- 
Cy and 1mmodeſty of their Dreſs, are even 
come to think it a greater ayre of Quality 
_ to dreſs themſelves publickly and before 
all the World : that is to ſay, to expoſe 
themſclves, by a ſcandalous Mode, to thoſe 


adulterous. 


"and ruine the. Conſcience of a Friend 


And you employ your Wives in ſhameful 
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adulcerous Eyes - whereof. the Apoſtle - 
| ſpeaks; and to Preſent in the Golden Veſſel, 
like the Whore of Babylon, the mortal 
Draught to thoſe that ſee them. Scandal is 
ſo dreadful a ſpring of Corruption, .and : 
ſo pernicious a porſon to Innocence; that : 
one cannot have Faith and read, without 
Trembling , the terrible Menaces of the - 
Son of God to thoſe ſcandalous Perſons : 
who poiſon the Souls of thoſe with'whom 
they converſe. Our Lord ſeems to have.-- 
forbidden in the Goſpel nothing fo ftniatly.- 
as this : Cut, ſays he, cut off, pluck out © 
even your very eyes, if your eyes ſcandalize - 
you. I fay nothing. of thoſe fond fooliſh : 
Mothers, who by their Indulgency- and : 
Vanity ruine the Innocency of their young - 
Daughters, in- expoſing them to Aﬀem-- 
blies and. dangerous Companies , under - 
pretence of ſhewing and. teaching them : 
the World : I ſpeak' not of thoſe enve-.- 
nom'd "Tongues: that tear 1n pieces the- 
Honor of rheir Neighbour, .1n moſtobli-.- 
ging and reſpectful Language, .and fow-' 
Diflention wherever they come. I only ſay -- 
that a Chriſtian cannot without trembling. 
make -refletion on thoſe drexzdful wi ; 
of- the Son of God, Wo to him by whom - 
ſcandal cometh.” | 
The. Thirteenth is the Spirit of Emula- - 
I iQ; . tion 
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10n and Partiality,principally. in matters of 
Religion: and this 1s the moſt dangerous of 
all Illuftons, ?T'is ont of this Spirit that Men 
make uſe of the holy Name of Chri//:an 
Charity, to heighten their Averſions, and 
render their Enmities' irreconcileable. By 
this they cenſure the Conduct of others ta 
authorize their. own ; They deſtroy ſettled 
Reputation to give themſelves more Cre- 
dit ; They frame to themſelves a Chs- 
mers of Religion, to ſeek a more ſpecious 
pretext for their Headſtrongneſs, and they 
give their Paſhon the name of Zeal and 
Charity, Such was. the Illuſton of that 
Spaniſh Lady Lucilla,mention'd by S. Au- 
guſtine ; ſhe was Rich, Devout, and of 
Quality : and ſhe it was who, ſuffering 
Her ſelf to be dazled with Viſtons of her 
own Zeal, kindled, by the profuſion of her 
 Alms and great Repure, the firſt ſparks 
of that fire, wherewith the Hereſie of the 
 Donatiſts laid waſte the Church of Africa, 
and afterwards ſpread it ſelf over Spammand 
Haly, Such likewiſe was the Extravagancy 
of that rich Merchant of Lyons call'd 
Valdo, who upon a fancy of Reformation 
fooliſhly diſtributed all his Wealth to the 
Poor.; whence ſprung that curſed Sect of 
the Valdenſes, which ſince has been the 
fource of. ather, Herefies. that have infected 
E rance.. 
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France. Such in fine was the Illukon of 


the Sacramentarians of the laſt Age, who 


taking upon them to be Reformers, fan- 
cied a new Morality to draw peoples Eyes 
upon their Party, and. more {ignalize their 
Conduct. They ſpoke of nothing bux 
Sweetneſs, Chriſtian Integrity, the New 
Teſtament and the Goſpel. My Bre. 
thren and my Siſters was the common. 
Language of theſe Preachers when they 
ſpoke to the People. In fine, at the begin- 
ning of this Reformation all places eccho'd 
with the fair and ſpectous Name of Cha- 
rity and Union : Whilſt they cur the 
'Throats of Prieſts, broke down the Al- 
tars, writ moſt invective Libels againſf 
the Divines. of the. Roman-Catholick 
Church, and. rendred all Morals ridicu- 
lous to eſtabliſh that which they vented. 


'The Vices of thoſe that declar*d them- 


ſelves favourers of that Party were Ver- 
tues ; The Vertues of thoſe that favour'd 
them not were accounted Vices : the res 
pute of Vertue and Honeſty wholly de-. 
pended on their breath, and none had any 
Chriſtianity, it youll believe them, but1n as 
much as they embrac'd their Judgments, 
and were their Friends. All this Conduct 
was defective, becauſe ground:d on a falſe 
Principle ; And theſe appearances of Chaz 

UL; 


rity whereof they boaſted, were but a pure - 
piece of Policy, and a ſecret Artifice to 
authorrze their Party, and-maketheir Error. 
fpread the better. 

The Fourteenth is a hidden Vanity that - 
fnds-its way into almoſt all Works of Cha- 
rity : *Tis ſo natural to Man to feek him-- 
ſelf in all things, even'the moſt holy, that 
he 1s ſo much the: more ſubject ro this - 
weakneſs, as he is exempt from all the 
reſt. It pleaſes ſome to Teach, Inſtruct and. 

Dire&t, becauſe thereby they get Credit. 
They love Charities that make a ſhew, 

becauſe they would be particularly raken_ 
notice of. 'They find wants at their Doors, 
and regard them not ; and fend their Alms 

tothe end of the World; becauſe that makes - 
a. greater nviſe, They pardon an Offence - 
with all the Ceremonies of ſatisfaction in - 
form, to raiſe a 'Trophy of their Moderatt- 
on. They exerciſe, our of afalſe generoſity, - 
aberalities diſproportionable to their Con- 
dition, and fail their Brother in his neceſ- 

fity. *Tis often nothing but Vanity that- 
makes thoſe famous Wills wherein Friends 
are ſo well confider'd : they merit much by. 
itin theteyes of the World, but nothing in 
the fight of God : It conduces much to. 
the reputatior- of him that dies, andavails 

nathing to the Expiation. of his. ſins, . and 
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his Juſtification. Ar his death, he has given 
his Goods to: his beſt Friends ; It looks 
very handſom, but it 1s very Pagan-like ; 
herein he conſiders Friendſhip, and regards 
not Charity. Tr is not for the loveof God 
that this Lady is Charitable, *tis only for 
the love of her ſelf ; ?T's out of this Spirit 
that ſhe is in at all good Works : Being 
vain, ſhe 1s not diſpleas'd at being thank'd 
for the good ſhe do's ; for ſhe do's it only 
for that end, Her Charity being but a 
- pretext to her Vanity, ſheendeavours much 
more to appear Charitable,  then+ro be fo 
in effect ; but wo. to them-who give Alms = 
to be ſeen , and ſo gain the applauſe of 
Men : For (ſays the Goſpel ) they have 
already receiu'd their reward. And 'al 
though an Alms given on this account 1s 
profitable to the Receiver, yet is it wholly 
unprofitable to the Giver : This infectious 
ayre of Vanity that mixes with it,1is int ſelf 
alone ſufficient to ſpoil the fruit. Alms, to 
be Chriſtian,ought to be humble; and done 
mM private, to be profitable- ta the Doer, 
That our heavenly Father, faith S. Matthew, 
who ſees in ſecret, may give him his recom- 
pence. What in this place the Goſpel ſpeaks 
of Alms , ought to be underſtood of all 
| Works of Charity ; which a Chriſtian 
ought to do with a. pure and {incere inten- 
LLON: 
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tion, , deſiring God only for witneſs : other- 
wiſe the worm of Vanity deſtroys his 


ks, and renders them unprofitable in- 


the fighr of God. 
"The Fifteenth 1s a diſorderly addifted- 


what 1-dueto our Neighbour. Some neg- 


le& their Families to be more afliduous at 


the foot of the Altar ; They wave their 
Employments to. be doing Kindneſles ; 


tron obliges them to appear in publick:; 
Fhey are ftlent our of a falſe modeſty. 
when they ſhould ſpeak ; They mA 
when es ſhould aG&t : - They are in Office, 


and livelike private Perſons ; Fhey would. 


have peace with God without caring to 
have it with Men. This Paſtor n his 
Flock, This_ Superior in his Houſe, are 
Mild, Pancetble: and Charitable ; but they 


fuffer themſelves to be govern g by fark. 
ous Spirits, whofe Paſſions they eſpoule : 

andallgo's topſie-turvie ſometimes by their. 
Authority , whilſt they are at the feet of 


their Crucifix to fatisfhe the guſt-of Devo- 
tron, which ſome ſentiment TPinry, or ra- 
ther love of Eaſc gives them unſeaſonably. 


"Fhey deceive themſelves, if they believe 
they are innocent of the Violences done in- 
their Nare ; for *tis only their Name that 


autho- 


neſs to Devotions ; which'gives to God 


They love retiredneſs, when their Condi- 


EN id. co 


Es ons "ah "oe aka Fe un ESD N 
WG TOE C My we FOLLY $ org z $ a 4 ; : - " ” F* 
, p28 es. $+. HSI ey IL» 4 p $ ddd rg b I, i Ay > nts LR _ > a La ia : ITT _ ”Y woe % 
Fee” B b TY AER ns IS oe: 25 OO EE tt pro tin adn Eo AG Ree ET ee v3 Ee aabaet i os hte ery BAS qr as , Heh 
* OT / 4 95 Ov” Py > I NIST 1 $ PE DWe > hte _ "+ bx © FS. AE. TE TSS Fs EI Und to gt ode 2/28 TE bn BET IREER EO "1 SRI . go ME Ae 

Os 3 : SES L COLES Os, anus : # <> þ e DE I as LT FRED a inao et get 

: f 24 1 "be". p . Ie Lag hg 
F : A, $ 

” 
J 
' 
— 
= 
* i 
= | of - 
, 'S> ; ? 
. 
4 bs 
, o $ : "0 4 
p 4 
5 ? i * 
» - 
” 
=y — - 
£2 
. e 
4 
-, 
- 


authorizes them. This 1s to be but the vain 
Image of a Paſtor, ſays the Prophet ; or ra- 
ther "tis to be but Charitable in 14ea,tohave 
the heart toabandon his Flack, tolcave the 
Condudt of it toPaſtors foilted in,and to in- 
truſt with another the Salvation. of thoſe, for 
whom himſelf in perſon 1s reſponſible te 
God. A watchful Superior ought tobe like 
4 wile Pilot, who has always his Hand up- 
on the Rudder: every thing alarms ham 
by reaſon of the concern he takes in the 
ſafety of thoſe he conducts. And as they 


are not in Office but to watch over thoſe 
they Govern ; ſo all the Vertues, all the 
Graces, and all the moſt holy Aftions of 
Super1iots are deceuful , when they ſeek 
more their ſattsfation in Devotion then 
the peace of thoſe they Govern. 
The Sixteenth 18 Self-love. This Love 
includes 1n it felf the intereſt of all other 
Paſſions, and almoſt the univerſal ſpring 
of all other Illufions, ”I's through this 
Principle of Self-loye that Men tometimes 
are not in at PraQtices of Charity, but to 
manage more dextrouily their own: Inte- 
reſts: They find hereby their Afﬀairs go 
much the better ; and that ſometimes ſerves 
to ſuſtain their Rights more boldly, and 
even more creditably. We ſee in effect 
Perſons of Quality Charitable , that tho- 
rowly 
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rowly underſtand Chriſtianity , that in- 
ftruct others to praftice it, and diſtritute 
in their Mannors well-order'd Alms to the 
Poor of the County ; but they will not 
quit any thing of their Intereſts : -*T'1s they 
advance them ſometimes even beyond the 
bounds of Equity. Fain they would be 
well at Court with every one : but the 
Chimera of their Birth and Quality 1s fo 


ſupportableto all the Nobility of their own 
County ; and are ſo jealous of their Lord- 
ſhips and Rights, that 'they forger all the 
care they ought to have of Charity and 


Edification, This Prelate fo ſet upon his 
Duty, 1s inflexible when the Functions of 


his Miniſtry are in queſtion : Hertalks of 


nothingnow but his Power ; his great zeal 
is tO: exerciſe his Power in Eccleſiaſtical 


Judgments according to the rigor of the 


Canons, and to hold upevenunto the pre- 
judice of Edification , the intereſt of his 
Dignity. But atter all, the matter well con- 


{ider'd , ways there are more mild and 


Chriſtian-like to defend his Rights, then 
thoſe of Haughrineſs and Authority : and 
ordinarily-he makes uſe of his Authority 
too much, only to ſupply his want of merit 


and conceaF his weakneſs. This Lady has 


an admirable indifference for all things, 
bur 
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| fkrong in their Head, that they become in- 
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but is ſo wedded to her own Pancy, that 
ſhe paſſionately defends all her Sentiments. 
She 1s the moſt moderate Perſon in the 
World ; but her Moderation leaves her 
as foon. as ſhe finds her [ntereſt in any Af- 
fair mixt with thoſe of others.: She receives 
kindly every one except her Creditors : 
She1s humble and modeſt, but has ridicu- 
lous Niceties in point of Reputation. *Tis 
this Self-love which 1s ſo exact ro obſerve 
Civility in Works of Charity: *T'would 


ſhock her ſhould ſhe not pay her Devoirs 
_ to a ſick Relation, though little eſteem'sd ; 


or not to be one at a good Work with her 
beſt Friends, leaſt ſhe ſhould appear ſin- 
gular ; nor to giye to a Box-carrier ſhe 
eſteems and values. In fine, theſe are bur 
low and ſelf-ended Regards: men aft out of 
meer humane and worldly Conſiderations ; 


And Chriſtian Charity 1s rarely praCtis'd 


in 1ts purity. 
There is an infinity of other Illuſions I 
do not mention, which a little attention to 


our ſelves will make us refleftion: As to 


diſſemble the Truth , where Charity ob- 
liges to declare ir, out of a too humane fear 
of ſcandal or ſome other inconvenience ; 
To forbear giving Alms, to avoid the va- 
nity one is ſubjeCtto in giving them; To 
ſcandalize ones Neighbour out of too great 
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efire to:edifie. him;3\ Fo wound Charity 
under pretext to praiſe it ; To give poi- 
ſonfd praiſes. to what one would diſcom- 
mend ; To invent ſubtle DetraCtzons in» 
troduc'd with. great Commendations , to: 
deftroy more methodically thoſe one would 
ruine; To mend with artificial Fetches 
whar one would mar; To comfort a mi- 
ferable Perſon, and blaſt the Credit of one 
that is happy; To impoſe a Yoke on our- 
Nertghbour which he cannot bear; To be 
ruling others, and to be ones felt irregular ; 
To feek after Infidels to convert them, 
and not to love our Brethren ; T'o ſee evil 
and not to examine i ; To condemn 
without being inform'd ; To uſe for ones 
peculiar Intereſt the Talents one has to be 
uſeful ro his Neighbour ; To draw to 
ones felf, by the Miniſtry of the Word of 
Gad, the Eſteem of thoſe one ought to 
draw to God himſelf only ; To diflipate 
ones felf, by inſtructing them ; To impo- 
veriſh ones ſelf by enriching them with 
ones Lights; To be too fond of the ſucceſs, 
and purſue it with more inquietude then 
one ought 1n the exerciſe of Charity ; In 
fine, the very perfeCteſt ats of Charity 
are but meer Illuſtons, when they are con- 
trary to the perfection of that State where- 
unto God has call'd one. As for Exam- 
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ple, If a Carthuſian, who ought to lead a 
ſolitary life, would become a Miſſioner'; 
or if a Carmelite would frem his Grate 
convert the World by the Intrigues of his 
Dire&ion : for both the one and the other 
would act therein contrary to their Voca- 
tion. Bur *cis obſervable that it Charity 
be ſubje& to all theſe Illuſions, in reſpe& 
of 1ts Principle ; yet ris not ſubject roany 
10 reſpect f its object : for when the mo- 
tive of it is pure, *tis always Teſzzs Chriſt one 
ailiſts in the Poor and the Afﬀflicted, alrho 
1t be an I[mpoſture that 1s aſhiſted ; becauſe 
*rts Fefwrs Chriſt alone one has in view 
when he ats like a Chriſtian. After all,exa- 
mining thorowly theſedivers ſorts of Illuſft- 
- 1Ons, one will find they are all but the real 
diſguiſes of Self-love, which is the ordina- 
rieſt enemy of Chartty. | 
But *ris to be fear'd leſt, endeavonring 
tGrefine Charity overmuch by a too ſtrict 
obſervation of theſe Illuſions, the greateft 
part whereof ſeldom happen,the exerciſe of 
this Vertue be rendred ſo difficult that its 
practice be wholly ruin'd: For *rseafily ſaid 
Man is expos'd toſo many occaſions of Va- 
nity, and to ſomany Impertections through 
the weakneſs of his Condition, that ?tis to 
render the uſe of Charity impoſlible to pre- 
tend he muſt practiſe ir ſopurely, It ſeems 
bY eVemn 
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even that God ſerves himſelf of the Imper- 
feCtions of Man, that the Poor may be re- 
heved ; yet he would not be fo, if it de- 
pended on fo pure a practice of this Ver- 
rue. I afhirm the Poor are frequently af- 
fiſted, through the Vanity and other Im- 
perfections of thoſe that ſuccour them : 
for Man commonly acts as Man , that ts 
to fay, very imperfectly : But is that a 
reaſon his Eyes ſhould not be open to ob- 
bgehim to reflect on*t? 1f God makes uſe 
of our Paſſions as the moſt ordinary In- 
ſtruments of his Deſigns ; If the molt ſe- 
cret ſprings of his Providence for the ac- 
compliſhment of great Events, are moſt 
commonly ſcr on work by the Intrigue of 
Intereſt or Ambition of Men ; And if his 
Wiſdom tis ſo wonderful as to draw from 
thoſe corrupted and envencm'd Sources 
the pureſt Draughts of his Glory : *T's as 
much as to ſay, we mult not dare to ſp@ 
againſt Paſſions, and advertiſe Man of his 
weakneſs, becauſe God makes uſe thereof 
to Govern the World; as he do's of the 
Vanity of great Men to ſupply the Wants 
of rhe mean. For the reſt, | ſhall efteem 
my ſelf abundantly recompenced for the 
pains I have taken to clear ſo home by 
-piecemeal theſe Illuſions, to which Charity 
asſubject ; it itmay ſerve any one to reflect 

Ts thereon, 
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thereon, and to. practiſe ſometimes this: 
Vertue with more purity : And IT hope 
God will bleſs the intentions have had, to; 
endeavour rectifying the uſe of it, by the: 
{imple and difinterefted. face-rhereof him- 
ſelf has ſhewn me. But, when Charity ſhall: 
be fully cleared from theſe clouds that ob-. 
feure it, and from all thoſe 1mpure fogs: 
that corrupt it : we muſt think of the means: 
to acquire this Vertue, in rooting: out what-- 
ever 1s contrary to-the purity of its Spirit. 
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CHAP: VE 


The Means to. acquire Chriſtian Chas 
rity: | 


*T \Here 1s-no- Rule methodically to- ac- 
I quire Chriſtian Charity, which 1s a 
ſupernatural Habit, and'a Gift purely from 
God. Bur as a Chriſtian, prevented by 
Grace,:may diſpoſe his Mind ro Faith, as. 
fupernatural as 1t 1s, by deſtroying-rherein 
_ obſtinacy, preſumption, and adheſion to- 
Error;and that natural propenſity that leads 
:to Incredulity : So may he after the fame 
manner diſpoſe himſelt to. attain. Charity, 
x he roots the obſtacles of it out of his 
heart. For this Vertue 'finds very great 
K 2 QUEs, 
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ones in the heart of Man { whereof I will 
give a touch on the principal ; without 
falling on the ſame Particulars mention'd 
19 the [lluſions, the moſt part whereof are 
alfo impediments to Charity. 
_ -Thegreateſt of all obſtacles to Charity 
3s that Warldly ſpirit, ſo oppoſite to the 
Spirit of eſs Chriſt ; That Prudence of 
the Fleſh, rhar Pride 'of the Age, and all 
that vain Oftentation which reigns ſo 
much inthe Courts of Great men : where- 
in Worldly wiſdom teaches theſe abomi- 
nable Nanime ( viz. ) Fo deftroy by 
ſubtle Artifices ones Neighbour's Repu- 
tation; Todiſcredit him in the opinion of 
ſuch: as effeera him.;. T's violate the moth 
holy Rights, rurn all things topſte-turvy 
to attatn what one pretends to, and to ag- 
grandize-ones ſelf. * Tis by this ſame Spi- 
xit,young Gentlemen. are taught that Re- 
ek 5 a Gentleman's Vertue ; and thas 
if 5a piece of Cowardile to pardon. The 
Hatreds, Envies, Jealouſies, Intrigues of 
Licentiouſneſs and Ambition ,.great Inte- 
reſts, violent Paſſions, which are the com- 
” monelfects of this Spirit, reigns fo power- 
tully-inthe Great of this World, that they 
Wo: Nor roam far the lealt ſpark of Cha- 
4 "Therefore the: Apoſtle tays, He thar 
will become a. friend of the. warld, becomes 
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our Neighbour. y Po- 
licy of the Fleſh, which only ſeeks to 
eſtabliſh it ſelf by ſhameful and wicked 
| Freacheries, and by all the depraved 
Maxims of the World, I have been (peak- 
' ..1ng of, and which render the Life of a 
| <Chriſftian a monſtrous Life ; that is, full 
| -of Paſſions, Animoſnies, Knavery and Per- 
| fidiouſneſs. Fheſe are the Machines Men 
| make uſe of to peepetuate their Enmities, 
 -by everlaſting Wranglings, and to make 
all Tribunals ring with their Injuſtices 
and Violences. 

Fle ſay-nothing of the Spirit of Obſti- 
-nacy , Contradiction , diverſity of Judg- 
mentsand Opinions1n matters of Religion; 
nor of all thoſe Factious Sidings which at 
preſent afflic> Chriſttanity. The memory 
.of the Diſorders they have cauſed in the 
laſt Age, is till freſ-enoughin this to-make 
us comprehend the 1mportance of it : for 
there is nothing more-capable of dividin 
the hearts of the People, then-differerr 
Judgments 1a Religion. 

Being g1ven to Pleatures, to:Delights, to 
dangerous Drerufements, 'to. Gannng, 4© 
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Theſe ſtately Houſes, proud rich Fur-- 
nitures, ſumptuous Tables, new Faſhions 
an Clothes, which ſhew nothing but wan- 
tonneſs ; Theſe Vanities of worldly La- 
dies, this State that environs them, theſe 
_ profuſe Expences of voluptuous ſenſual 
Perſons intoxicated with the Delights of 
- the Age, doſo forcibly dry up in the hearts 
þ-v Worldlings this holy Unction of Cha- 
, that there remains not any ſign of it 
n Af thoſe who are plunged in Vanity. 

For how can a Woman that denies no- 
thing to her Pleaſure, and loves only her 


Charity + ? She Tthuts her Eyes again{t the 
poverty of the neceflitous, ſhe will not ſee 
2t, nor ſo-much as take notice of it, that 
the may not ſquander the Fund ſhe de- 


thould be oblig'dtogive him that demands 
it 12 Gods iname : And-hence it is eſs 
'Chrift ſo often fhakes with cold, in the 
Perſon of the Poor at the Gate of the Rich, 
without being taken notice of ; for he is. 
-only buſed about himſelf. 

What ſhall I ſay of choſe perpetual Ha- 
_ *treds and inveterate Averſtons, which Men 
to OY; retain? they can. neither 
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felf , be rouch'd with any ſentiments of 


figns for her Vanity, by the Aſſiltance ſhe 
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ſpeak to, nor ſo much as look on one 
that hath affronted them; and belieyetherr 
Reſentment juſt, becauſe they have been 
1njur'd. What 1s more contrary to the Spi- 
Tit of Chriſtianity, which cannot ſo-much 


as ſuffer coldneſs or indifferency ? They 


flatter themſelves too, as they frame their 


Conſciences in their Harreds and Averſ{- 


ons; They believe they wiſh no ill to him 
that- has oftended them : when any Misfor- 


_ tune befalls him, they triumph for joy ar it: 


And when they ſay, I wiſh himno ll, but 

cannot endure to ſee him, nor have to do 

= him ; this they call loving like a Chr 
1an. 

There 15 likewiſe I know not what ayre 
very repugnant ta Charity, in tbe natural 
advantages of Wit, of Conduct, of Sence, 
of Ability ; and in the excellency of other 
Qualities which, it one takes not great care, 
uſes to inſpire a love and eſteem of ones. 
felf: For *tis natural for him that has re- 


ceived more to undervalue him that has | 
received leſs. But whilſt he thinks to di-. 


ſtinguiſh himſelf from others by theſe Ad> 

yantages, he corrupts his ſpirit, and in the 

end becomes utterly inſen{ible of the moſt 

tender motions of Charity. For the reſt, 

as every one has ſhar'd in the diſtribution of 

natural or ſupernatural Gifts , according 
| [9 
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to the meaſure of Grace; There is no 
Chriſtian but maytake notice of ſome par- 
ticular Gift his Brother has received from 
God, wherewith himſelf has not been fa- 
vour?ld. Thus. Paul conaders 1nS. Peter 
his Primacy,and again S.Peter conſiders in 
S. Paul the high Wiſdom he had received 
from Heaven. S. Anthony only regards in 
his Brethren thoſe Vertues himſelf had 
not, to honor:them the more. "T's in this 
manner that the Chriſtian who has wat, 
elteems one who has Vertue and Good- 
neſs. The Learned admires the Diſpatch 
of the Man of Buſineſs ; The Man of Bu- 
{neſs praiſes the Capacity of the Learned. 
In fine, thus *ris thar Charity makes the Su- 
perior not eſteem his own Dignity above 
others, but the Vertue and Merit of thoſe 
he Commands: And whilft he exteriourly 
Commands them, he humbles himſelf in- 
teriourly before them ; and they on their 
{ide reſpe& in him his Power and Autho- 
Tity, and kindly ſubmit to his Conduct. 

_ Laſtly it may be ſaid, that the greateſt 
obſtacle to Charity , is the Immoderate 
love of Riches ; for this love cauſes Im- 
purity of Conſcience, Hardneſs of Heart, 
Independence, Pride, Infolence, Contempt 
of the Poor,and an entire corruption of Spi- 
Tit. And as this reſtleſs care of Prue 
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his Goods poiſons the Soul of the Rich, ſo 
Covetouſneſs is the moſt abominable of 
all Vices, and moſt oppolite ro Charity : 
For the eſſential Character of Avarice is a 
falſe. Prudence of the Fleſh, all whoſe 
Deſigns and Thoughts bound themſelves 
1n the Perſon poſleſled by it ; fothat his 
Heart is locked up to all Sentiments of 
pity for the Wants of the Poor. A Man 
darkens his ſpirit by the Vapors of ſo car- 
nal a Paſſhon ; he fixes his Heart. to the 
Goods of the Earth, as to his ſoveraign 
Good : If others poſlefs them, he unjuſtly 
ſerzes them ; he covets them cruminally, 
it he cannot get them, and violates what's 
moſt ſacred in Society to enrich himſelf 
maupre his Conſcience, againſt which he 
ſhuts his Ears. 

But it ought to be obſerved, that *ris 
not ſo much the: Riches inſpire this Spirit 
of Hardneſs and Injuſtice, as the fixingtos 
great a love on them : For Job was Cha- 
ritable in his abundance ; his Wealth was 
ſo far from being an obſtacle to his Cha- 
rity, that it was azmeans for his better pra- 
tiling it. He was, as himſelf ſays, The 
father of the poor, and protector of the af- 
fiifted ; His door as always open to thoſe 
in neceſſity, and with the wooll of has ſheep 
be clad the uaked ; He was the ſupport -j 
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the widow and fatherleſs , the traveller 
was welcom to hus houſe ; And he refuſed 
nothing to any in want toat cravd bis 
help. 
: Wee: rhis good ufe that ought to be 
made of Riches according to the example 
of Fob, whole life may ſerve as a pattern 
to a Chriſtian, to diſpoſe his heart to Cha- 
rity : He muſt likewiſe, to attain this Ver- 
rue, have frequent communication with 
God by Prayer and Meditation. *T'ts 
chiefly from Prayer theſe lights rake birth 
m our hearts, which are the moſt pure 
ſprings of Chriſtian Charity and love of 
our Neighbours. For the ſame fighs that 
form in our Souls the Spirit of Prayer, 
form there alſo the Spiritof Charity. 'The 
inward voice of the heart ; That Voice, ſays 
St. Auguſtine, which expreſſes it ſelf by the 
ſighings of Prayer, # that which enkindles 
in ws the fervour of this Vertue: For Cha- 
rity becomes cold when the Heart becomes 
ſitent, ſays this great Saint. Thus one can- 
not be Charitable, without being Devoutr ; 
becauſe Devotion 1s the moſt common 
nouriſhment of the love of God and our 
Neighbour. This love grows cold by the 
_ diſtraQion of Buſineſs, and is even extin- 
guiſhed by the diſquicts of a too buſie Life. 
In effect, the true ſource of Charity, as 


Tertuilian 
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Tertullian affures us, 1s renouncing the 
love of the World , and indifference for 
temporal Goods: for tranſitory Goods 
weaken the Heart, by the confidence they 
give it in fo frail a ſupport as 1s that of 
Riches. 

Likewiſe there is nothing more capable 
to inflame Charity in the Soul of a Chri- 
ſtian, then a fervent and lively Faith, ani- 
mated with a -perfe& Conhdence in God : 
For the Fire of. Charity kindles it felf 
at the Ardors of Faith , which makes a 
Chriftian act hike a Child'of God, and love 
the Poor as his Brother. In fine, the ſure 
and infallible way to! acquire this Vertue, 
is by little and little to-accuſtom our ſelyes 
to. practiſe Works of it : For by viſiting 
the Prifoner, comforting the Aficted, 
helpmg the Neceffitous, inſtructing the Ig- 
norant, which are Actions may be done 
daily, and even ought to be performed it 
one pretends to Chriſtianity ; he becomes 
inſenſibly Charitable, and attains thar 
heavenly Wiſdom which is the portion of 
the Humble : and which without Study or 
Reaſoning pours into the Heart that inte- 
riour Unction of the Spirit of God, which 
teaches to love our Ne1ghbour. But 1t1s 
not ſufficient to teach a Chriſtian the Means 
 tobecome Charitable : he muſt alſo, to en- 
L courage 
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courage him to become ſo, be ſhew'd his 
obligation to it by the moſt prefling Mo- 
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Three very powerful Motives to ex- 
cite a Chriſtian to acquire the | 
Veriue of Charity. 


He firft Motive is, That without be- 

ing Charitable one cannot be a Chnri- 
ftian ; for it ts in Charity alone conſiſts 
the true Spirit of Chriſtianity. Nature 
teaches Man to live with Man, but Grace 
obliges to love him. Thzs 15, ſays S. Paul, 
the plenitude of the. Law of the New Te- 
Fament. All the Morality of Teſss Chriſt, 
and all the depth of the Wiſdom of the 
| Gofpet pornts only at the practice of this 
Vertue, which-alone 1s. the ſum and fub- 
ſtance of Chriſtian Perfeftion, Without 
Charity, ſays the Apoſtle, neither Faith, 
tor Hope, nor the pifts of Prophecy, nor the 
gifts of Tonguet, nor Martyrdom, nor any | 
orber Vertue, can be conſiderable in the 
fg ht of God. It is Charity perfe&ts Man, 
rectifies his Reaſon, and ſanctikes all his 
Actions. {| 
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of Chriſtianity. 11T 


Adions. This makes humble, and un- 
makes proud : becauſeit nouriſhes Humility, 
and choaks Pride. All Vertues become un- 
profitable, and all good Works frunleſs te 
him that is not Charitable. *T'is Charity 
that warms the Faithful, that amimates his 
Hopes, and that juſtifies a Sinner. One 
may enter into the Marriage-Chamber of 
the Lamb without Virginity, but not with- 
out Charity. The ordinary life of a Chct- 
ſtan in the- exerciſe of a faithful and per- 
feverant Charity , may ſometimes be asi 
meritorious in. the {fight of God, as the 
moſt heroick Conflicts of the Martyrs ;, 
becauſe every Acton of Charity, by the 
nature of its Motive, 1s a ſecret Sacrifice: 
of his Intereſt or of his Pleaſure, and evem' 
of his Honor : for one cannot in effect love: 


his Neighbour. like a Chriſtian, withour: 
depriving himſelf of ſomething enher in+ 
commodiouſlly, or againſt his Inclination;; 


And all the beſt we do 1s ordinarily good: 


for nothing, but by the influence of this: 


Vertue. Ir 1s only through Charity that 
the Works of Piety are Chriſtian : "This: 


enobles the meaneſt Actions ;- and the: 


weakelt Reaſonings become ſtrong, when: 
a little ſuſtain'd by it : and ?tis not the 
greatneſs of the things done for God that 
renders. them. conſiderable, but the great- 
L 2  nef3. 
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neſs .of the Gharicy: LORD they are 
dane. In brief , - this; heavenly Vertue, 
which 1s the p pureſt food of the Soul, ſfan- 
' ikies even natural Defects and the 'grol. 
{eſt ImperfeCtions ; and covers that multi- 
zude 'of Sins whereunto! Man is ſubjeat 
ough the weakneſs of his pole ing as 
zhe Apoſtle ſays. Letns then ſeek after 
No other Pratice of Devotion, ſince this 
alone: contains all other Prattices Qs 
Sr. John inſtructs us ; let us not ſtrain our 
Wits, according to the Spirit of this Age, 
with: vain Reaſonings, 1n queit of new 
-ways to arrive at Pteebion - + Let us con- 
rent our ſelves with this the Saviour of the 
World has marked out to us ; let us ſer 
our heart on this Vertue he moſt recom- 
mends to us; let us not fſtifle-1n our ſelves 
this divine fire whereof Faith kindles the 
frſt flames an our hearts. Let us love our 
Brethren fancerely, ſince we hve on the fame 
Bread, and have all the ſame Hopes. If we 
Eannot contribute our Goods towards ſuc- 
couring:the Poor, at leaſt letusfagh toGod 
bad him; and thereby in' ſome [manner 

mfort him what we can for the ſhame 
H inde zrpocs to figh ſo.often.to Men, im- 
phe ring their alliſtance. In fine, let-us not 
by our hard-heartedneſs diſhonor the holy. 
——_ of Cages, a. Name of ſweetneſs. 
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and bounty ; and ſ{ince without being Cha-- 
ritable one cannot be a Chriſtian, ler us, be, 
_ Charitable in eftect, not to be. only :Chr-- 
{tans in z2dea. "The reciprocal need Men- 
have of one another, 1s the foundation: of ; 
their Society, and the natural principle of- 
their Union ; And ſhall .not- Charity be a+ 
bond ſtrong enough to unite Chriſtians by, 
the reciprocal obligations they have to af-- 
fiſt each other ?. for the Rich! ought. to. 
belp-the Poor betore Meh, as the Poor help. 
the Rich before God; 1n that the miſery 
of the one, becomes the fountain of .the- 
others merrt and happinels. - 
— TheSecond Motiverto acquire Charity, - 
15 the pain wherewith-God fo ſeverely pu-- 
niſhes him that 1s not provided with this. 
Vertue. In.effe&t, as it 18 to break the Al- 
liance of the New Teſtament , and after a : 
manner renounce the Goſpel, not to love 
ones Neighbour; there. 1s nothing. more 
terriblethen theſe Pumſhments wherewath - 
the holy Scriptures threatens them that 
| have not this- love, And # 1t not juft, ſaith 
8.Chryſoſtom, that he who does no kinaneſs, . 
ſhould receive none ? Bur how dreadful a . 
Judgment does the Saviour of the World : 
pronounce againſt. thoſe . Scribes : whereot * 
Sr. Mark ſpeaks, who devour with. ſuch 
injuſtice. and. violence the Goods. of. Wi- 
2. dows £ * 
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impudent- Women ; becauſe they: took no. 
Gare to. make that proviſion of this Oy] of 


the Goſpel, which 1s the figure of Charity. 


brace Chaſtity ;_ all their Vertues avail: 
them-nothing-to juſtifie themro the Bride- 


vom; who. ſpake to them theſe words 
#-rrue Virgins -are treated fo(ſeverely by 


Conduct, it- rhe command over their. De- 


_ 
fi | 


verance of their Vertiue is fruitleſs ro them : 
What will become of thoſe Virgins that 


lead- ſuch licentious and ſcardalous lives ?: 


But with: what ſharpneſs do's. Feſ#:s. C hriſe 


condemn his own Diſciples, becauſe they 


advis*'d him, through want of Charity, ro 


make hre fall from Heaven.upon the Sa- 


maritinsthatwould not receive him ? You: 
py . know- 


tooliſh,Virgins, far from-being-recewed at 
the Nuptials of the Lamb, were treated as. 


all: of: contempt, I'know-you wot: Oh ! 
the Son of- God : 1f the wiſdom. of their. 
s, if the purity of their Heart, if ſo many 


victories. obtain?d- over fo trail. fleſh and: 
faweal a Sex; In fne, 1f even.theperſe-. 
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ws/* apainſt thoſs- 
cruel -and. mercileſs Phariſees. whereof 
St. Matthew ſpeaks 2: Virginiy , how- 
pleaſing ſoever:to God, through the luſtre 
of its purity , 1s a Vertue- reproved in the 


Goſpel, when ſever'd from Charity. The 
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know not, ſaid he, of what ſpirit you-are;. 
and how-far *tis contrary to mine. Is. not 
the puniſhment of the wicked:rich-man in 
the Goſpel a moſt dreadful Example 7 
and the Treatment he receiv'd, 1s it nor 
terrible ?- After all, what Crime had he 


 gommitted ? he had not been Charitable ; 


The bardneſs of bu beart, ſays St. Chryſo» * 
ſtom, was. the cauſe of his loſs. Bur O my 
God, how ſevere -and.dreadtul a Judge art 

thou for. this rich man had done wrong” 
to.none*: he made uſe of the Riches thou 


. hadſt beſtowed upon him, without doing - 


any Violence or Injuftice. ”Fis true, but 
the ſuperfluiies of his "Table, the ſums 


ptuouſneſs- of his Houſe. his Oppulency, 


as innocent as it-is, cry for Vengeance 
before God ; becauſe he employ*a not his. 
Goods to relieve the Neceflities of the- 


Poor, Look then to your ſelves you Great: 


ones of the Earth; If proſperity. be in 
your Houſes, it you live at eaſe, if all 
things ſucceed: to your defires, T'remble.. 
amidſt theſe temporal Bleſfings : All your- 
good Fortune 1s only a mark of your Res. 
probation., unleſs. you are Charitable. 
Power, Riches, Honours, you are bur 
impediments to Salvation, it you be not 
employ'd in aſſiſting the Poor , and pro- 
recting him that 1s 1n oppreſſton. For _ 


the Rich cond] love the Poor, he would be 
faved ; and his Riches which are true evils, 
would become true goods.But can one hear. 
without terror thoſe threatning words of. | 
the Goſpel, capable of themſelves alone to. {| 
make tremble the Great ones that. live 1n- 
all abundance. Woto 10s rich of the earth ! 
And why ? Becauſe: God, who is zuſt, a- 
bandons the Rich to their own Appetites, 
and ftrikes them with an inward blind-- 
neſs, which makes them inſen{ible of all. 
the motions of Grace, and all the hghts of 
Heaven. This falſe T ranquility, and dan= | 
gerous Peace they enjoy, 1s ſometimes one 
of the moſt terrible torments wherewith 
(God punitfhes their hard-heartedneſs ; and 
71s an aſſured {ign he leaves them to 1m- 
penitency. But how great wall be the 
confuſion and aſtonifhment of the Repro- 
bate , when he ſhall appear before the 
dreadful 'T'ribnnal of the laſt Judgment ; 
to hear this terrible Sentence, which an 
oftended God ſhall pronounce in the fury. 
of his rage and indignation? Away from 
me you curſed into fire everlaſting : for 1. 
was hungry, and you gave me not to eat ; 
T- was thirſty, and you gave me not to 
wrink ; I was naked, and you cloathed me 
mot. © cruel torments, for q Soul to ſee her 
felt crernally depriv'd of God,. and aban» 
gon'd.. |; 
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after what -manner: God exerciſes his 
Judgments in- this Life on fuch Chriſti= 
-ans as have not Charity :' let him trem- 
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Chriſtian ſhe was not Charitable: Tr:iisnot 


of Impudicity, Envy, Choler, Violence 
or Blaſphemy, God ſpeaks in his laſt 


Fudgment to condema theſe Crimes ; he 
only ſpeaks of Infenfibility towards the 


Poor ; And fudgpment without mercy to him 
that fhews wot mercy, asthe Apoſtle aflures 
us. - It is thus thoſe mercileſs Souls ſhall 
be treated that have not been moved with 
the miſeries of their Brethren. Burt can any 
one bear in mind the thoughts of this 
dreadful 'Tribunal, and not be Charitable ? 
And what hope can he have of the mercy 
of God, when himſelf has pity on none 2 
*T1s a ſign one has no Faith, when he is 
not ſeis'd with horror at ſuch terrible Me- 
naces, and-that would make one tremble 
when ſerioufly con{ider'd : for the Fhreats 
of a God are never in vain; and he's as. 
dreadful in his Judgments, as he is amia- 
ble 1n his Mercies. 

, If yet there be any found inſenfible of 


theſe Reaſons, becauſe their Effects are 


at a diſtance; let-him at leaſt conſider 


ble at reading in the Apocalyps the thun- 
dering Menaces wherewith that dreadful 
Judge: 


4 


= ve Spirit 
Judge who carries a ſharp Sword in hs 
Mouth, and holds. Death ferter'd in Irons, 
ſtrikes thoſe firſt Paſtors of the Churches 
of Aſia, becauſe their Charity, the Seal as 
:r were of their Character and Spirit of 
their Vocation, was grown cold. Let him 
behold with trembling the terrible Puniſh- 
ment of that unhappy Saprice mention'd 
by Metaphraſtas : who after the Rigors of 
a ſevere Priſon, after the Conflicts he had 
reſolutely ſuſtain*d before his Judge in de- 
fence of his Faith, loft his Crown at the 
very point of receiving it, and of a Mar- 
tyr became an Apoltate and a Pagan ; be- 
cauſe he would not forgive his Brother an 
Injury. What ſhall I fay of thoſe fearful 
pains wherewith God puniſhes 1n this Life; 
the ſhameful attaſh the Rich have to the 
Goods of the Earth; delivering them up 
a prey totheir Appetires, and leaving them 
inan utter forgetfulneſs of their Salvation ? 
For a rich Man, ſays S. Baſil, by locking 
up the bowels of Charity againſt: his Neigh- 
tour, at the ſame time ſhuts thoſe of Gods 
Mercy againſt himſelf'; and by treating {0 
colaly Jeſus Chriſt 1m the Perſon of the 
Poor, ſhews by. bas. hard«beartedneſs that 
he fears not to have him for his Judge, 
whom he would not acknowledge for his 
Brother. Is is. a Heart perfetly hardned 
| that. 
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that, being no longer touch'd with any ap=. 

prehenſion of fear, rebells under the Rod, 

ſhuts his Ear againſt the checks of his Con- 
ſcience, and his Eyes againſt the light of his 
| Reaſon; and becomes inſenſible of the 
motions of Hutganity. *T'is the moſt ri- 
gorous pain wherewith God chaſtiſes the 
rich Man that dies'in abundancegand leaves 
vaſt Wealth to his often unknown Heirs, 
without giving any ſhare. to the Poor : 
He thinks not on't, becauſe God pives 
him not the Grace. He might obtain 
mercy by giving in Alms, at leaſt when 
he's dying, what Death will ſoon ſnatch 
from him : But this 1s a RefleCtion a rich 
Man is not worthy of ; God abandons 
him to blindneſs and infenſibility at his 
Death, in puniſhment of his bard-hearted- 
neſs during his Life ; to make him feel all 
the weight of his Juſtice, that regarded nat 
his Mercy, which he {lighted 1n ſlighting 

the Poor. 
*Tis from this inſolent contempt that 
there ariſe ſo many Diſorders in Families ; 
hence comes the ruine of Houſes, the Loſ- 
ſes, the publick Detamations, and all the 
ſhameful Faults of particular Perſons. 'The 
Providence of God permits to fall into 
theſe Misfortunes, thoſe who whilſt they 
made profeſſion of Chriſtianity , had not 
any 


4] 


of 


their Neighbour; and were Chriſtians, but 


ſtian, 'Bur if the greatneſs of the "Threats 
of 'the Son of God is able to- frighten us, 
the greatneſs of his Recompences ought to 
have much more power over our Hearts 
. to touch them. ; 

"This is the Third Motive. In fo ſhort 


a Treatiſe as T propos'dito my ſelf, it would- 
Hicult to comprehend all the Rewards: 
30d has prom'sd to Charity ; the Scr- 


SME 0 
be aft 


pture'1s full of them. *Tis to this Vertue 
God has promis'd an unconcern for tem- 

oral Goods, firmneſs of Faith, purity of 
Manners, the comfort of 2 good' Conſci- 
ence, tendernefs of Devotion, unfhakable 
perfeverance in Vertue, and the infallible 


rTecompence of Salvation. God engages 


himſelf to pardon every thing in confide- 
atfon of Charity ; for it is the ordinary 
ppitiation of Sin. One Alms, one-ation 
f Clemency, the pardon of one Injury, 
one work of 'Mercy, is able to hide all the 


Faults that humane frailry can make us' 


commit : Nothing. purifies ſo much the 
Conſcience, nothing cleanſes more the 
Mind, then Alms-deeds. How many fim- 
ple and humble \ Perſons have render'd 
themſelyes worthy to penetrate the Myſte- 

n ries 


any ſentiment of love or tenderneſs for 


had not the'Spirit or Character of a Chri- 


acceſs. Nay be afſur*dthat *ris your Cha- 
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ries of the holy Scriptures, and enter into 
the 'Secrets of God'by the light of their 
Charity ? Itias/ afure'\proteCtion againſt 
the frailey of Mani and! apainſt the occa- 
ſions -of offending God: fince:it refiſts Sin, 
as the: Scripture'fays. 17 , \ſarh St. Am- 
broſe, the remedy ap ainft all Diſorders Man 
is ſubject to. This is-of 'all other the moſt 
powerful Mediatour 'to Feſt Chriſt ;| for 
Tt - continually ſolicits: this ſevere 'Jugge; 
who 1s inflexible to all bat 'Alms.* This 
poor” Man whom you have Clothed, : this 


fick Man you have Viſited, this innocent 


Creature to whom you have given your 
protection, 'and rhis afflicted Soul whom 
you have comforted, is Feſws 'Chriſt + For 
fince'7eſu#s Chriſt has told-us that. we do to 
himwhat we do to theleaft of his Servants ; 
There is no difference, ſays St. Chryſoſtom, 
berween piving'to'the Poor, and giving to 
Jeſus Chriſt. If then the Poor are Advo- 
cates: to 'God-, at their-Interceſſion is the 
moſt afſur'd afliftance rhe Richcan expect 
frotn their Riches in thar dreadful Day 'of 


the univerſal Judgment; place your hopes 


in this Treaſure of Gods Mercies, where 


nexther Thieves nor Corruption can have 


rity which .wilt-draw upon/you the affiſt- 
ance of Heayen in your temporal Occaſt 
M Ons, 


ons, and in the- aftlifting T'ribulations 
whereto the miſery 'of our, Condition is 
fo-ſubject.: For it-you.are Charitable, God 
will be” fdirhful.: ro-:ther: Promiſesi he bas 
made! 1n; his-Prophet,: 2? Os; ſhell :no ſooner 
open: yonr 1n0nt h:40'call-him-to eur aidgthen 


\. 


-*. But what! blindneſs is at-in a Chriſtian to 
have it in his-power;ta. merit Heaven by a 
Glaſs of V ; or a:Morſel of Bread giv en 
tos poar:Man out of the motive of Chriſtian 
Charity; ando-refuſe it bam? With what 


himſelf pardons: not. ? Would you have 
ethers take pity 'on you ? take pity on 
ethers. Do you eraye, Fayours ? do them 
your: {elf.: Do.not-judge; if you will-nort 
de: judged:; for as-you treat your Neigh- 
bour, your ſelf fhall' alſo be treated. . After 
all,, what Recompence-can move a Chri- 
ſhans/Heart, if Heaven cannot, that com- 
prehendsan 3t ſelf alone al Rewards; and 
1:only. promis'd to: the: Charitable ? For 
the -Golſpel teaches us.that the Saviour of 
the, World in that terrible Day wherein he 
ſhall Judge the Univerſe, will ſhew mercy 
only to thoſe: that have, been merciful : 
{ance in; opening the Heavens to his Elect 
he: will fay to them theſe words, Yow 2h0 
have clothed and fed me in the perſon of the 


Poor, 


A 


face can he'beg pardon--of God daily, if 
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of Chriſtianity. 223 


Poor, come receive aneternal reward which 
I have prepar'd for your mercies. Behold, 
whar the price 1s of Chriſtian Charuy : it 
merits an eternal recompence by a piece of 
Bread given to a poor Man for the loye of 
Feſus Chriſt ; it gains heavenly Goods by 
earthly ones, and tor periſhable Riches re- 
ecives thoſe. will never periſh. Behold 
what Vertue the Spirit of Chriſtianity has 
mit to produce the ſolid fruits of Ererni- 
ty', by mean, weak, and {light Works :- 
For how many Chriſtians are there that 
fandtifie a Life, in other reſpects but ordi- 
nary, nay ſometimes 1mperfect, by the ſole 
exerciſe of Charity? How'many Souls have: 
been rais'd to- a ſublime perfeCtion by the 
only. practice of this Vertue', which 'in- 
cludes in it one all the pextongunn of Chri- 
Mgnity >” | 

Theſe are Motives capable to malieim- / 
orion on a | Heart that is prevented by: 
the light of Faith, and 1s really rouch'd: . 
with the hopes of what our Religion pro- 
poſes to us, Burt ſince we are in an Age” 
wherein Chriſtian Charity is much cool'd: 
by the nicety of ſo many new Intereſts: 
brought intro the World , which divide 
Mens minds : let us endeavour to reinforce” 
the heat of this Vertue by Conſiderations 
ſtill more preſſing, being its praftice is -ſo- 
Sy M2 CHAP: 


2, 
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C H A P. VIII. 
T, he Concluſhon of this Diſcourſe by 


way of Exhortation, to move Chri- 
 flaans to. C harity. 


TF the Spirit of Chriſtianity be nothing 
elſe bur the Spirit of Charity, as it ap- 
pears. by this Diſcourſe ; let us ſee if weare 
Charitable;-to'judge whether weare Chri- 
Tſhans., Forthe Law of Charity is thELaw 
of the New Teſtament. written 'in the bot- 
tom of our hearts, by the Impreſſion of the 
Holy Ghoſt : So that it would be ſtrange 
that Chriſtians inſtructed in a School of 
. Unity, modelVFd;by the fame Maxims, re- 
deemed with. tl Moone, Bload fed withi the 
zlame Bread; that have the ſame Faith, thie 
Hope, and are ene day to: be reuni- 

66d þ in- the ſame Glory, ſhould, nat have 
/ the _ pos __ one. one 


e, hs -1- 


- nat ſpread every where ee Pl it of Doves 


RE AES] 


Eaw-Suits, Cuizerels, Envies, Calumnies; 
Repinings, Injuſtices, and Revenge, reign 
with ſo much heat ? Were there ever ſeen: 
ſo many Diviſions in Families, ſo many Se 
parations in Marriages, ſuch Coldneſs-and 
Indifferency. among Relations, ſo-liule 
Union in Communuries, and ſo many -diffes - 
rent Opinions in Religion ? Men So” no 
Charity for thoſe they know; how ther carr 
they have any for them they know nor?” 
They love-not-their Kindred , how then 
canithey love.others-?/ They are- rigid to 
their Domeſticks, and can they have any 
tenderneſs for: Stran gers? Never did Luxu- 
ry more.reign in the World, and-perhaps 
the Poor were never leſs afbfted-. Are we 
Chriſtians with ſuch languiſhing Manners ?- 
Thoſe later 'Times when Men ſhall hate 
one-another, and the Charity of the Faith- 
ful. grow ſo cold : Thoſe Tires Ifay fore-- 
told | by our Lord, are they already come ?: 
However, let us tremble, ib we have-nor: 
Charity : For withour-it all our hopes arer 
vain ;. and we are degenerated- from the: | 
Spirit of the firſt Chriſtians, who gene-+ 
roully renouncing all-the Goods of the: 
Earth, only-rais'd their Minds to Heaven, 
and tnade the purity of their Faith-ſhine to: 


_ the whole. World. by the-ardor- of their! _ :M 
Chariy.. Let us then-not ſtray out-of the: © YJ 


M 3: fures | 


way >of Salvation which, they- have 
ks out to: us: by the: exerciſe of this 
 Vertue, they! have p1 achie'd | ach ſo. much 
- Pura add fidelity: Ler' us- not” {tt 
fe 1n/our ſelves the 07 le of har Spi 
Tit, which our Chriſtianity'gives birch-to: 
Let us examine our ſelves, and ſee if we 
Have TAL - of our _Etedeſtimarion ſo di- 
—ftinaly-ſhew?d vs inthe. Gofpel: Let us be 
afraid i Ioflaxrither fearures of this divine 
Character, for fear we loſe at the ſame time 
wad: and ſureſt pledge of our Salvari- 
on:: Let us be'touch'd with compaffion for 
. our Biethren, that God: may be touch'd 
with. compatlion for us : Let us afliftthem 
in-their. wants, that. God: may aſfift us-1n 
t us be merc! ciful by , that he 


PR 


5 'be Tadped:; or 
e them, let 4t be without con- 
m, that we be not condemned 3 
'ſhall-be judged in the ſame manner 

ejar : Letus nothope God will ſtrerck- 
alta helping hand; if we refuſe help 
tothe Aflifted char ak it- | What pride 
would:it beto'behold with ungrateful Eyes 
:briſf- pouting forth his precious 
don the Croſs-for us; and-to:deny 
bins ba of Bread'which he begs of 'us by 
the tiouthof the Poor : And what —— 
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nels for us, ſhould theſe Riches that give us 


nothing but inquietude, and which we muſt 
one day quit, become an obſtacle ro our 
Salvation; God having given themusonly 
by theirmeattsro fave'us ? How happy is Ke 
who,to-make a good'tiſe of them, abandons 
the love of his Treaſures , to reſerve for 
himſelf none but thoſe of the Riches of 
Gods mercy at the day of his wrath. 
"But the Juſtice of rhis dreadful Judge 
has Secrets and Abyfles impenetrable to 
our underſtanding : His Grace 1s not for 
the Rich or Great ones of the Earth, who, 
through monſtrous hardneſs of heart, are 
become ſoinſenſible of the motions of pity, 
that they ſee the miſertes' of the AﬀMifted 
without the leaſt compaſſion. Alafs, if this 
poor wretch that carries'forrow in his Face ; 
this poor wretch that 15' your Brother ; in 


| fine, this poor wretch that repreſents Teſts 
_ Chriſt in perſon; cannot move you: what 


can? If you have been fo cruel to ſhut up 
your bowels againſt his wants : how can 
you have the confidence of the truly faith- 
ful, who place all their hopes in the bowels 
of their Saviour; whence flow thoſe ſprings 
of mercy which are the ſanttuary of Sin- 
ners? With what aflurance will you ap- 
pear before the Sovereign Tribunal of 
the laſt Judgment, to render an accountot 

Your 
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will give to every one according to his 
works ; if you have been hard and pitileſs 
to all the world ? Bur alaſs, how frightful | 
will it be to hear thoſe terrible words of ' 
the Goſpel, Go you accurſed, and what fol 
lows ; after having neglected to- clothe 
Teſzrs Chriſt. when he was-naked, to feed 
him whea he was hungry in thoſe Mem- 
bers whereof he 1s Head ? He mult be very 
blind, ro think: himſelf ſecure againſt the 
Sentence of. ſo-ſevere a Judge that ſees all 
things, when one. has ſo contemn*d him 1n 
the perſon of his Brethren. . 

But it is a dreadful heedlefneſs, and dif- 
mal blindneſs to which God uſes to aban- 
don thoſe-that permit themſelves to be 
hardned by covetouſneſs and pride of the 
Grandeurs of t his World; and that are fo 
cruel to treat their own Brethren more rt- 
gidly then they do the. very Beaſts they 
make uſe of for their Vanity, If God will 

one Gay call a Chriſtian to account for an 
die word.z what.account-will he demand of - 
the idle Expences of the moſt part of the. 
Great ones,and of all the Abufes committed. 
in the adminiſtration of the. Eſtate he has 
given them ? For the Eſtate which God be- 
Rows 1s no longer his ro whom he gives it, 
waen.. he. has taken. what. 1s. needtul. and 
” many, * 


nal 


Happy he I ay that underſtands it ! 
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ſeemly. for his Quality : It is the Poors 
when the Poor are in want. This is the 
reaſon why the Prophet calls Alms a piece 
of Juſtice, not Mercy : He diſtributed, 
ſays he, what he had to the poor, the me- 
re juſtice remaineth for ever. You 
poileſs not your Goods as ſoon as you are 
a Chriſtian, but to diſtribute them. Give 
little if you have but little ; but givemuch 
if you have much. For whar greater In- 
heritance can a Father leave his Children, 
then the Protection of Feſus;Chrift ; whom 
he has ſuccoured in: the Neceſfitous. that 
had recourſe to his afhiſtance. ' 

Happy he that comprehends this My- 
ſtery ! it 1s a Secret unknown to earthly 
Souls, that dream not what advantage it 1s 
to regard the wants of the:Necefſitous out 
of the ſincere Motive of Chriſtian —_— 

© 


ſtarts not back at this ignominious out-ſade, 
nor at the miſerable condition of the Poar ; 
becauſe he beholds. Feſus Chriſt conceald 
under that mean Aſpect, and theſe Rags : 
He minds not the: 
he conſiders the price of his Soul; That 
ulcerous Body .1n tatter*d Garments ap- 
pears to him not unworthy his affiſtance'; 
for he's favourably look'd ow by Heaver 
from the Minute he is truly poor + ſo-he 

receives 


poorneſs of his-Clorhes 5 
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receives him as an Embaſlador ſent fron 
God to treat of Peace with him, and me- | 
diate the Aﬀair of his Salvation : He hopes | 
the Alms he gives him will be the cauſe of | 


Lou fractondi»,o3ht#454 So 


his Predeſtination, and ſource of his Glory. 

Behold what a Chriſtan ought to compre- 
 hend, when he ſees a poor Body : and-once 
again,happy he that comprehendsit. If we 
then are truly Chriſtians,as we glory to be; 
let us follow this admirable counſe}S: Paul 
_ gave tothe Coloſſtans, to raiſe them up to 
the height of that: Spirit he inſpir*d into- 
_ them,. conformable to the Image he had 

traced forth to them of the New Man he 

Preach'd to them': Put you on therefore as 
the ele} of God, (that is, as Chriſtians) pur 


-(" 10u "on; Tays he, Fhe Towels of merey, be- 
' mwignity, modeſty, patience, ſupporting one 
| one another, and. þ: dantng. 0 e anotber,. as: 
lo our Lord hath F##Jned you. ' Our Re- 
” HQeemer, wholly clad ashe is with our frail- 
ty, teaches us to pardon our Enenues, by 
his. pardoning us who are his. We are fo 
nice,.we cannot bear with.thoſe that do us: 
the leaſt Offence; and: yet we boaſt we are 
Diſciples of a God who pardons his Exe- 
cutioners, dies for thoſe that crucif'd him, 
and who in ſpite of our Ingratitude, con- 
tnues toſhowre down upon us his Favours, 
andthe continual marks of his aa 1 
I do. 
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loſe ir not. Love thoſe you "are to live 


humour of the Age that pretends fo much 
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1 do not bid you quit your Eſtates like 
the firſt Chriſtians, wo went and laid 
themi.at the Apoſtles feet. I do not ſay. to 


You, Go aftront'T'yrants, like the Martyrs, 


ro make an eminent Profeſſion of your 
Faith. I ſay not, Retire your ſelf into the 
Wilderneſs, to lead a penitent Life like 
the Anchorites : Sell your Liberties, as 
St, Paulinus did ;- Or croſs the Seas like 
St. Xaverinus ; though God deſerves all 
this and more from you. I do not propoſe 
unto you the Lives of the Primitive Chri- - 
ſtzans, as the moſt holy Model , and true 
Rule of Evangelical perfection, I only 
ſay to you, Do not tear in pieces your Bro- 
thers Reputation; Pardon this Enemy, 
relieve this poor Man, this 1s ſufficient for 
you. I do not fay to you, Save ſo many 
Souls that periſh ; I only ſay, Save your 
felt: your Soul is your next Neighbour, 
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with ; but love them with a pure, and {in- 
cere Charity, which neither your own In- 
tereſts nor the Artifice of Men may ever 
alter : that the Unity of ſpirit which oughc 
to be among the Faithful may not be pre- 
judiced. 

Let us leave Spiritual Fathers to invent 
new Methods of Devotion, to fatishe the 
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. Let us bluntly ſtop at the 
this Vertue, without ſeekin 
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the Goſpel 
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trans, ſince Charity is the 
irit of Chriſtianity. 
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